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Elegance in Every Details

Safety in Every Drive.

volvocars.com

NBK presents $5m to Kuwait
Emergency Response Fund

2

8

India’s domestics go online
as instant services boom

10

NBK maintains positions that
exceed regulatory obligations

1

OpenAl Al models go rogue,
triggering breach at startup

Mamdani calls on
feds to arrest war
criminal Netanyahu

W YORK: New
ork Mayor Zohran
Namdani said Tu
day his office does
not have the author-
ity o carry oul the
nternational Criminal
irt’s arrest warrant
Tor Zionist Prime Min-

as rmu\\ul Zohran Mamdani
every avenue avail-
able: under applicable law to determine whether
l\ could excante the Imun ional

“rimir L warrant il Bey in Nel=
.mmlm came hL amwlani said in a Imul video
message posted Lo social media.

“Itis clear that we do l have the zmlqnn:lml

their eves, with l|| carl, with their conscience
— should recognize the devastation he has
wrought and understand llml he belongs before
a courl of law, as I've "1 agree with the
1CC that Ihu\m n N hu should be .n‘rul-
ed and lm'd

Im added. “1 Iml;un-
hu belongs in The
ew York Times on
—AFP
Pink Panther theme
saxophonist Plas
Johnson dies at 94

l(l\

ANGE

I PMlas Jnhlmm.
pre silky tenor saxo-
phone plaved the Gram-
my-winning “Pink  Fan-
:Inmu song,  died

jan

lio .\l.mm\ I\Jv;[';:
rep The son of a
professional  saxophon-
ist. Johnson specialized in
jump-blues and R&D be-
fore becoming a well-re-
and  studio
who backed
many greats — including a,
Lzgerald and Barbra Streisand.
Along with Peter Scllers’ legendary come-
perfurmance as bumbling Ispector Jacques
au in the 1963 film, H
Johns

«

dic
Clo
theme song was led by 5 saxop
¢ a full horn seetion splashed in.
peaned the tune for Johnson, whose nimble sivle

had gained acclaim through his work as a mem-
ber of The Wrecking Crew, a group of Los An-
geles-based session musicians who were the first
s and wd exeeu
| musicians wer
versalility and ability to record
with minimal practice, delive hits quic]
Bewn in Louisiana, Johnson also \prul 15 years in
the hand of The Mery Griffin show, a popular TV
talk show. — AFP

s,
called on for

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received
a phone call on Tuesday from Saudi
[ rown Prince and Prime Minister Prince
hammed bin: Salman bin Abdulaz)
\ Saud. The Saudi Crown Prince in-
quired about Kuwail, its leadership and
people Tollowing the continued Iranian
attacks on Kuwaili territory: He strongly
unuhmnml the attacks and realTirmed
ehi Arabia’s full solidarity w

HH the Amir affirmed Kuw
porl for Saudi \rﬂxn and
ol all me

&

e
the Saudi Crown Prince, wish
continued good health and prosperity
for Saudi Arabia and its peaple under
ing Salman bin

eral Stall of the Armed
nounced on Tuesday that the
country’s air defense systems inter-
cepled hostile drone attacks following

al
d were the resull of air

explosions b

: s
s g sl i Ayl NG

Kuwail, Saudi stand in solidarity

Amir receives call from Saudi Crown Prince « Kuwail boosts defense tlies with Turkey, China

HH the Amir Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

defense systems intercepling
tile attacks. It urged the pul
low all safety and securily instructions
issued by the relevant authorities.

A

Al-Sabah held a telephone conversa-
n with Turkish Minister of Nation-
al Defense Yasar Guler. The ministry
said in a press statement on Wednes-

Trump threatens to destroy
Iran infra in Hormuz payback

TEHRAN: US Presudent Donald Trump
threatencd Wednesday 1o knock out one
or power plant in relum
foor each attack on shipping in 1
of Ilumuu. pressing on with a war that
' Washington $37.5 billion.
hting over the strail led 1o the col-
lapse of a preliminary deal between the
Uniled Stales and Iran, and Tebran has
reimposed its blockade on the str
condull Tor oil and gas shipments, liring
on vessels thal seek Lo lran:

hat has hit Americans’
wling into closely fought
ny L e the I3 I.unm

hérilagc sites
in danger list

PARI
ni

Iyre, ancienl Phoe-
cily in southern Leby

hit in recent months by
bombardment, on W
added o the UNESCO list
e siles in ‘i.m-

e for growing
v eriven the
v of Turther impacts.”

the organization said.
“Optimal_conditions are no

sal .
al ;hm. llml it was the @
government Lhat mmm\lml ils

inclusion on the list, The ruins

contain ma
chacologi

Lebanese
ter (Gl
Wednesd
listing would *
and concern of UNESCO and
member stales on a sile of great

hreal Lo go
aninfrastructure.

Top US diplomal Marco Rubin
maintained Washington was still © upen
Lo working it oul in a negotiated w

seem 1o be serious about
dded. Iranian foreign min-
Esmacil Bagaci had
diplomatic ex-
gton through me-

fernoon,

On Wednesd:
sile hit La
Fasnim nes
extent of the
gated. Trump has faced intense political
pressure ko end the conflict, and critics
have pointed 0 the cost, which Penta-
gon chiel Pete 1 h said on’l
had soared Lo &
on Wednesday rejected polls showing
the war was unpopular with volers as

wwnmwmarmmmmamemnummmm
souther Lebanese city. —

84
Roman-era ar-

Cullure  Minis-
e welcomed
ove and said the
weus the attention

he headed Lo an airbase for the retum of

. ‘The ancient il
some 4, 700 vears ag
twor prolected areas listed as LN -
ESCO World Heritage Sites and
which incluce a Roman triumy
arch and
from the s
the sites suffered a direct hit from
a Ziomist strike in June, — AFP

Saudi Crown Prince and Premier
Prince Mohammed bin Salman

day thal the two ministers reviewed a
number of issues of mutualinterest and
discussed ways to support and lurther
develop hilateral cooperation across
various fields, rellecting the close lies
between the two friendly countries.

Assistant Chief of the General \mf[

DOVER,
salute during a dignified transfer solemn

Middle East at Dover Air Force Base on July 22,

the remains of three US troops killed in
recent Iranian attacks. “Americans don’t
want high gasoline prices but they're not
sl Lhe war” he saic

The US military said it had lamched
an cleventh consecutive night of strike;

said the visil reflects the Kuwaili Anmy’s
commilment o strengthening mililary
coopers i

wilh friendly ¢
ram included a series of official me
ings during which both \N'(
ways Lo enhance cooperation
change expertise across various fichls,
particularly technical areas, as well as a

Jarrah  Jaber
chaired a meeting of the border com-
mitlee al the ministry of [oreign afTairs
on Wednesday. During the meeling,
s reviewed all items on the
commillee’s agenda,

Kuwail’s Permanent  Representa-
to the United Nations and other
wational arganizations in Geneva

, Delaware: US President Donald Trump and Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth

event for US service members killed in the
— AFP (See Page 6)

intended o “Turther degrade ran's abili-
Ly o threaten commereial shipping in the
Strait. of Hormuz". Trump had said car-
lier that the next US target could be
underground complex known as Pickaxe
Mountain, or Kolang in Persian, — AFI*
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Lo invi
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nd century. One o

Dubai offers S800

bringing in tourists
DUBAT Dubai will offer more than S800 worth of

i
and family

d Tourism kaunches *A Dubai vl

dents wishing lo invile friends

stays. dining expurienc
more”. Residents can ominate people they w

Is for residents

and deals ko residents who bring Fricnds
b visil, the emirate’s media office said
Dubai Department of Econo-
*, inviling
to become ambassadors of the city by
r their loved ones Lo Dubai” the Dubai

20 o October 31 can “receive benefits
er AED 3.000 (S816). including hotel
s, altraction lickels and

the benel

bsite Lo enje
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NBK contributes $5
Kuwait Emergency R

Thursday, July 23, 2026

million to the
esponse Fund

In support of efforts Lo slrcng[hcn Kuwail's preparedness and miligale impact of heinous Iranian aggression

KUWAIT: N (NBK)
nounced a financial contribution of $5 million o the
Kuwail Emergency Hesponse Fund, managed by
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
AED). in support of national efforts o enhance

= The contribution underscores the
Bank’s national role in safeguarding
the country’s assets and enhancing
the efficiency of its vital facilities

An initiative that reinforces
partnership and integration
hetween the public and private
sectors in responding to emergency
circumstances

Ilw counlry’s preparedness Lo m.pmnl Lo emergen-

g from Uhe

i3 du.p seise ul‘ mlmml and social re-

unwavering commitment Lo sup-
eguard the country's assel

Bdiess challenges and

iency ane effec-

sibility amd
ing efforts that =
ul strengthen its abili

efl

this context, the contribution further affirms

mal role and its continued commitment o

and capacily

It also supports
i~

il
terrupled delivery of their services. More
the initiative highlights the importance of
dating national effarts and reinforces partner-
\h\p aml integration between the public and private
seclors, ollahorative approach strengthens the
counts 1o responed Lo emerging deve ulup-
ments and urgent ||u~d\ while -\uppcsn i con-
tinued efficiency of infrastructure and vital [.lcﬂilms

Kuwait, Canada discuss
electricity, water and
renewable energy

KUWAIT: Minister o[ Electricity, Water and Re-
newable Encrgy Dr Sabech Al-Mukhaizeem on
Wednesday met. Canadian Ambassador Lo Kuwail
Tara Scheurwater Lo discus
hilateral cosperation in the
and renewable L-mrg\ In a statement, the Mi
of Electricity, Water and Renewable v said the
ting. allended by Undersecretary Dr Adel Al-

to exchange exper-

v

that support the development of the electricily and
waller seclors,

of mulual interest ai
il \hlul;m al cooperali
s 1o modernize infrastructure and improve
ciency in line with the S
upmuul Goals. Both sides stres
ing close i
exchange of expertise Lo furthe
ons and open new sl conperation
eas of shared interest. the statement added. - KUNA

Arab Parliament
hails Dutch ban on
settlement products

CAIRO:  Arab Parliament  Speaker
Al-Yamahi on \\ulm.“!.u\ welcomed the Nether-
lands decision lo ban products originaling from
Zionist selllements buill on oceupied Palestinian
territory, describing il as an important step loward
confron llegral settlement activities am! uphold-
ing international law. In a stalement, 1
the Dutch decision reflects the com
nol lo recogmize illegal situations resulling rom oc-
cupation, stressing that seltfements are considered a

Colonel Mohammed Al-Dosari

Building on lhw commitment, the umlnin
support of e vilal fac allected
he heinous Iranian aggression, u.nlnnu. their op=

ney and ensure (he o i i
inforce the counts

. s had
approved the allacation of $100 million
ing contribution Lo the

stitutional roles amlu\.nhlln the unmlr\ Lo respond
swillly and efficiently Lo emergency circumstances
and exceptional challenges.

“The Kuy
tablished pursy

‘The Fund is intended o finance national cfforts
..imed at ~<lmnul|mnuh: lI preparedness

‘mm. Trom the homum Irani i
e their impact on infrastructure and

ivs.

\IlK has a longstanding record of |
national and social responsibilily initiatives, alo
ils conlinued support legic projects and ini-

Lits society. This com-

nstitutions under all circumstane

is Imlh an Im-n-m sponsibility and an encluring
p1 ne nglhening
Kuwail’s security and stability while advancing

progress and prosperity.

NBK contributes KD 1.3 million to develop
Kuwait International Airport facilities and
enhance operational efficiency

il
“This contribution builds on NBK 12
nal elforts, following its recent

Kuwait Intermnational

0[ national i extends bevond contribut-
ity o standing alongside the

\lat(‘ during pm iodls that require mnﬂod elforts and

s and
their operational offi l'Iw initiative reflects the
Bank’s steadfast commitment Lo supporting privrily
national projects and contributing Lo the development
of strategic infrastructure, there engthening the
abilily ilitics. lu Tulfl their essential roles ef-

nabl
1t also omhmllun \I\Iu firm beliel that the role

Minister of Electricity, Water and Renewable Energy Dr
Sabeeh Al-Mukhaizeem receives the Ambassador of
Canada to Kuwait Tara Scheurwater. - KUNA

violation of immmimmt Taw and relevant United Na-
tions resolutions
He called for an end Lol
ings with setUement entities. describin
e lumuu of occupation pol i
and the displ
estinian people. Al-Yama
follows similar measures adopted by other European
countries, demonstrales growing inler \ulmnal ellorts
Ve e beyone pulitical statements toward practical
steps aimed at holding the oceupation qunum.-lblo He
added that the decision sends a clear message thal set-
Uements do nol represent legitimate economic acli
but rather an illegal enterprise that should not reccive
investment or commercial engagement.
“The Arah Parfiament speaker ureed all countries to
Tollow the Netherlands example by banning setllement
products, imposing sanctions on companies and insti-

'r

[ the Pal-

Immigration chiefs
tackle trafficking,
illegal migration

TUNIS: The 22nd Arab Conference of Heads of
migration and Passport Authorities opened in
an Wednesday, with the parlicipation of representa-
Lives [n:m Arab intey ministries, including Kuway
well as the United Nations (Wfice on Dr a
v \nm] In his openi S

of the Council of Arab Interior Ministers Mohammed
Koman said the conference aims Lo strengthen Arab
c:mpomhm in unmingMM amd P2 I

|mu Lmrhmng andille,
Koman stresseel the important role pls n'mll
i and passport authorities
¢ challenges, noling that Arab securil
ce growing criminal threals due Lo the

of the national
mlur\'\L.'I'Iw IL'mL E ail International
Airport is one of the o s most important sira-
tegic facilities, serving as Kuwait's principal gateway
Lo the workd and a national landmark that reflects its
standing, . andl organizational and operational
pabilitic:
sl this backdrop, the Bank’s contribulion

Minister confers
brigadier general
ranks on officers

KUWAL
dullah Al=S

Minister of Defense Sheikh Abdullah Ali Ab-

alem Al-Sabah on Wednesday conferred the

dier general ona number of officers lollowing

the issuance of an Amiri decree promoting them, Accard-

ing Lo a Ministry of Defense xulmm'nl Sheikh Abdullah

congratulated the newly pro-

moted officers and wished

= them continued  success in

{ carrving out their duties with

(| e highest kevels of cfficien-

ev and professionalis

“The minister stressed that

the prometion carties greal-

bilities. and obli-

gations, calling on the offi-

wers Lo redouble their efforts,

remain dedicated 1o Ilnnr

ulies and continue ser

the nation with sincerity, commitment and a strong sense

of responsibility. The promation ceremony was atlendid
by Chicf of the General Stafl Lt Gen Khaled Al

Undersecretary of Lhe 3|

Sheikh Abdullah Ali
Abdullzh Al-Sabah

h. and & number of

L and rev

trade m:.\‘mum .mcl cconomic \il’l\ll\.L’L‘\ until Zionist
I\ ils -

entity complios with international law and end
cupation and settlement pol

¥ Iwi wu.uurnrui the

Al-Yantahi called on the international community Lo
Lake decisive action Lo hall vioktions, ensure account-
ability for those responsible and support the Palestin-
ian people in achieving their legitinate rights, foremost
among them the establishment of an m:iu\n lent and
sovercign state with Jerusalem as its capital. Dutch
Minister Tom Berendsen announced on Tues-
day that the Netherlands would ban the entry of prod-
uels fromille \LLl\tm‘.nl\mllhm.Luplui]‘
teritories starling September 22, = KUNA

pansion of arganized crime nelworks, especially those
involved in drug trafficking. human trafficking and mi-
rant smugzglinge He pointed oul that criminal groups
nghy rely on advanced lechnological capabili-
artilicial intefligence, Lo facilitate their
activilies, emphasizing the need for inn Ve securily

) with technological develop-
menls and help authorities deteel document forgery
methads,

The conference agenda includes discussions an es-
Lablishing a wnified Arab database for document forg-
ery techniques and methads, The database is intended
1o serve as an advanced, continuously updated plat-
ling regional and pents
in forgery |w.1Ll|u.\ enabling lics 1o aceess

forn Ky and mlp\t-mml elfective counter-
measures. Kuwail is represented at the conference by
Colonel Mohammed Al-Dosari. Director of the Cen-
el Department of Resideney Systems: Colonel L.wm
Aman, Head of the i)qmrlur\“- the (
Directorate of Airport Securily: and First Licutemant
Mathammed A-Otaibi Trom the Intermational Cooper-
ation Department. — KUNA

supports eflorts Lo upgrade the airport’s facilities, en-
hance the efficiency of its services and sirengthen its
operational capabilities in line with leading standards
and Ll:&- requirements of both the current and fuluru
ves furthe NBK®

pe o in national
strated through impact
that suppart llnlwlupm I plans and serve the com-
r mnﬂnu‘ lhs- Bank's rutc 1S @ kr\

Pill that climbed
Everest and
changed lives

By Dr Abdulmohsen
Ebrahim Alterki

able discoveries are not planned. they are stumbled

upon. Few stories illustrate this better than that of
Viagra, a drug whise journey spans from the heart and
i Lo the highest mountain on Earth, and finally 1o
one of the most personal aspects of human lfe. It he-
anin the carly ninelies., inside I'I'\UMlh bs searching
foor treatment for angina and pulmonary hypertension,
a condition where high pressure in the |ll1\,'\ strains the
heart.

In the world of medicine, some of the most remark-

Scientists hoped Lo develop a drug that could re-
lax: bload vessels and improve Blood low to the heart,

lln. dry n.l'lul mnhmlp.mm

participants reported an entirely different

pected outcome, This observation. at first a scientific

curiosity, would redirect the course nfllw lexr\ﬂllun,
Ins!

sesserd, The focus shifled from the In.ml to the vascu-

r system more broadly, mncluding Bood flow in oth-
er parts af the body. This pivet led o one of the most
fi madern
and rein-
uml the

s exam| -Im ur scienlific w.\-ml.pm

reatment ulumllln dysfunction,
ml\lmm ur men worldwide but Iung I in sileng
What began as a cardiovascular expes
ame a breakthre in sexual medicine,
conversations about inlimacy, aging, and quality

But the story did not end there. In an unexpected
twist, sildenafil found a second scientific role Tar from
its original intention, or its most famous use, On the
skopes of Mount Everest and olher high-altiude
climbers face a dangerous condition known
high-altitude pulmonary hypertension. In these ex-
treme enviromments, oxygen levels drop sharply, fore
ing the lungs 1o work under severe stress, Researchers
iscovered that the same drug that allers blood low in
the hady could alko help reduce pressure in the pulmo-
nary arteries at high altitade, improving oxygen deliv-
ery and survival in extreme conditions.

Fom cardiac research labs. o intimate human
health. 1o the froeen air above the world's Lalle:
Viagra’s joumev is a reminder thal scientific discovery
rarcly follows a straight path. Sony
pound ean conneet entirely differe
experience. life, survival and intimacy,
Iwe the hicden language of blood flow, What began
an experiment for the heart ullimately climbed moun-
tains and entered bedraoms, hecoming one of the most
unexpecled success stories in modem medicine.

NOTE: Dr Abdwlmohsen Ebralim Alterki is the
Chairnnan of Qtolaryngalogy, Head & Neck Surgery Fac-
ulty, Kuwait Board of Postgraduate Training Program,
Kuwait Institute for Medical Speciaiization (KIMS), Min-
istry of Health: Research Department, Dasman Diabetes
Institute (DD} and member of the Kinwait Foundarion for
the Advaucenrent of Sciences (KFAS)

nl workls of human
linked together
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SAUDI CROWN PRINCE ASSURES SOLIDARITY IN CALL WITH AMIR

Trump ups ante
in Hormuz duel

I[ranian infrastructure in crosshairs

NO. 19262 16 PAs

150 FILS

KUWAIT CITY, July 22, (Agencies): His leadership and people following the continued Franian

Highness the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad aiti territory. He strongly condemned the

Al Jaber Al-Sabaly received a phoue call on and reaffirmed Saudi Arabia’s full solidarity with
2 Kuwait.

Tuesday from Saudi Crown Prince and Prime pithe

His Highness the Amir affirmed Kuwait s support for Sau-
Minister Mok 1 bin Salman bin Abdu-  di Arabia and its backing of all measures aimed at safeguard-
laziz Al-Saud.

¢ Kingdom's security and stabili
The Saudi Crown Prince inquired about Kuwait, its

His H:gnness the Amir of Kuwait She:kh Meshal
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Saudi Crown Prince and PM Mgohammad bin
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud

Indians cross 1 million mark, make up one in five residents

Expat boom lifts Kuwait population to 5.31 min

KUWAIT CITY. July 22: Kuwait's population grew by

1.4 percent during the first six months of 2026, adding

73,570 people to reach

according to the latest f

therity for Civil Information (PACK
The data showed the population increased from 523

million at the end of December 2025 to 5.31 million by

ti citizens rose modestly by 4,787,
percent, bringing the national population to 1.567
million, compared with 1.562 million six months earlier.

Meanwhile, the expatriate population posted stronger
growth, increasing by 68.780 people, or 1.87 percent. to
3.743 million from 3.674 million end of 2025

PACI figures also indicated continued expansion of the
labour market. Kuwait's workforce increased by 53,770
workers, or 1.6 percent, during the first half of the year,
reaching approximately 3.301 million by the end of June,
compared to 3.247 million at the close of 2025.

The number of Kuwaiti workers increased by 2,217, or
044 p\.l\)\.nt 10 495,690, while expatriate workers rose by
51553, or 1.87 percent. to 2.805 million.
lians remained the largest expatriate community in

Kuwait, with around 106 million residents, represeni-
about 20 percent of the country’s total population
gyptians ranked second with approximately 670000
residents, followed by Bangladeshis (333,100), Filipinos
(226.500), Syrians (201,500), Sri Lankans (197400),
Nepalese (186,600), Saudis (155,500) and Pakistanis
(105.700).

The data showed that around 3 264 people are
mmnmu ive, accounting for 61 percent of Kur
s total population. Expatriates make up nearly 2.8
million workers, representing about 75 percent of the la-
bour fore

By nality, Indians accounted for the la
of the workforce at 288 percent, followed by Egy
146 percent and Kuwaitis at 14.2 percent.

In the private sector, Indians represented 30.7 percent
of employees, while Kuwaitis dominated public sec
employment. accounting for 74.7 percent of government
workers

Among Kuwaili nationals, labour force participation
stood at 32 percent, with men and women equally repre-
sented at 50 percent each.

PACI data also revealed that Kuwait is home to ap-

ly @

proximately £83.300 domestic workers, representing 27
percent of the country’s warkforce. Women accounted for
57.7 percent of domestic workers, while Indians formed
the largest nationality group in the sector, making up 39

perce

By gender, males accounted for approximately 3.2
million people,or 60 percent of the pupu\mmn meiarell
t 2.1 million females, repres

The country’s demographic pml’l\c remains relatively
young, with about 4.28 million people. or 81 percent of

o, falling within the 15-64 age group, the pri-

mary working-age segment,

Largest Population Groups in Kuwait (End-June 2026):

1. Kuwaitis — | 567 million

2 Imli.m\— 106 milli(m

9. Saudis - 155 5
10, I’akmamx— 105,700

Day
¢hy
Day

THE government is a debtor to the
people through pending fees, water
and electricity bills, and other pay-
ments.

Those who owe the government
have obligations to banks and other
ies. Given the current circum-
the government should show
compassion to people. This is not a
call to cancel debts, but to provide re-
lief to those facing financial hardship.

The government should deal with
and show mercy
collecting installments. In  similar
situations, Kuwaiti governments have
adopted repayment plans instead of

ki trict measures that could lead
ess closures or license revoca-
tions. The current government should
continue this approzch.

ing the COVID-19 pan
the 2008 global financial erisis. Du

ing those difficult periods. the gov-
\,mmm: responded with leniency and

whether for
and water bills, government

able to recover its due
electri

.. Yet tomorrow is another day.

Zahed Matar

NBK contributes
$5 million to the K
Emergency R

Al-Sager: NBK's 1H2026
financial results demonstrate
9 its ability to deliver balanced
& sustainable performance
across varying conditions

Al-Sager: NBK maintains
liquidity & funding positions
that exceed regulatory
requirements

PLA anniversary highlights China peace
role, ‘strategic partnership’ with Kuwait

By John C. Fernandes
Arab Times - Online Media Manager
22; Kuwait and Ch
o strategic cooperatio

ked the 99th anni
Liberation Army (PLA) on Tuesday

KUWAIT CITY. July
ment o ~|n.nytumn; defens
: Embassy in Kuwait m
ing of the Chinese People’s
Crowne Plaza_
The celeh

1 reaffirmed their commit-
as the Chi-
ary of the found-

ganizal

“The chief guest, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Defense Sh
praised i
cribing them as being built on friend-
ed strategic partnership, par-

Dr. Abdullah Meshal Al-Sabah
1 Ku

betw and China, de:

ship, mutual respect and a well-establis
ilarly in the helds of defense and security.
The event was also attended by the representative of the Chief of
the General Staff of the Kuwaiti Army, Cy

Corps Brig. Gen. F; Al-Ajil, alon
sions and international organizations.

hosted by Chinese /
fense Anaché Senior Colonel Liu Zon,
Kuwaiti officials, diplomats and representatives of intemational or-

or Yang Xin and De-

was attended by senior

stinguished relatic

‘'ommander of the Antillery
heads of diplomatic mis-

Photo by Samer Shiger

Chinese and Kuwaiti officials cut the ceremonial cake during the

celebration of the 98th anniversary of the founding of the Chinese

Continued on Page 5

People's Liberation Army.

Kuwait’s damage ledger:
$100 hillion against Iran

By Najeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, July 22: Head of
the Department of Administrative
Sciences al Kuwait University and
an ccanomic expert Dr. Sadig Al-
Bassam said the continuous hostile

behavior of the Iranian re-

it 10 stringent international
economic sanctions under

Chapter VII of the United
Nations (UN} Charter.

In an exclusive s
ment fo the newspaper, Al-
Bassam pointed out that this
nario is reminiscent of
the sirict measures imposed
on the Iragi regime after it
invaded Kuwait in 1990,
He said this opens the door for the
formation of UN committees to com-
pensate those affected and obligate
Tehran to pay the full costs.

He estimated the minimun initial bil
for compensating Kuwait for the losses
incurred by its oil sector alone at $30 bil-
Tion. He explained that this sum will be
allocated for the repair of the extensive
damage and cover the direct and indirect
economic losses of the Kuwaiti energy
sector, including the production halt, re-
construction costs, and the environmen-
tal impact of the atticks

Dr. Al-Bassam

He added that if the damage is as-
sessed to include all vital facilities,
service infrastructure, and public and
private properties affected in Kuwait,
the total value of compensation could
exceed S100 billion.

He stressed that the Iranian attacks
on oil facilities in the Gulf are not just
artacks on the sovereignty

of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states, but
also a threat to global en-
ergy security.

He detailed  the
strophic  economic
pol repercuss

cata-

put
der Chapter V I] of the L\
“ha manda atory
trade sanctions, and imposi-
tion of siringent economic and trade
measures that could cripple the com-
mercial activities of the Iranian re-
zime. He said such measures could

include a comprehensive arms em-
bargo by intensifying the ban on the
supply or export of weapons to and
from Iran, total banking isolation by
severing the Iranian banking system
from the global financial sysierm, im-

\!np and completely freezing Iranian
and reserves abroad,

Continued on Page 5

13,719 cases cleared in May

Digital justice gains ground
By Jaber Al-Hamoud
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, July 22: The
25895 new cases in May

1 Instance Court received
16,964 criminal cases and

B2
=

garding the otk o it oot mmpku.m rite far crimi
cases reached 374 percent, while the completion rate for
electronic notifications increased to 83.2 percent
The statistics showed that the total number of
inal cases received reached 8 931, in additi
pending cases, The count adjudicated 13.719
overall completion rate of 35.9 percent.

Continued on Page 5

wn-crim-

Newswatch

KUWAIT CITY: Minister of Foreign Affairs Ni‘leikll Jarrah
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah chaired & meeting of the Bor-
Commitiee at the Vlmn-lr;. of Foreign r\ﬂ.m\ headquar-
ers on Wednesd,
The ministry in a statement that the committee re-
viewed all items listed on the meeting's agenda. (KUNA)
a o o

KUWAIT CITY: Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Jar-
1 d .a\l

rah Julnr all rlmgmml.n‘cxl [n'lumi on

det

ry sa

eikh Jarrah w Ire-
. and Defense Hel-
‘success and good forne
3 the Foreign Minisin in 1 state.

en McEnte
during its presidenc,
ment. (KUNA)

HORIZON TALK

What caused
some Arab states
to get closer
to collapse?

L g
Ibn  Khaldun: “States
collapse when soothsay-
ers and opportunists in-
crease.”

Truth becomes indistin-
guishable from falsehood,
jihad from murder, and
terror prevai

L 4

People resort to sectari-
anism, as the case in Leba-
non and Yemen.

[ 4
Masks fall, the indistin-
guishable becomes mixed,
and respect is lost.
[ 4
Friends become enemies
and falsehood prevails.

[ 4
The absence of institu-
tions and the presence of

armed militias in some
countries.

' y
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq,

Libya and Yemen have be-
come failure states.
L g
A man said to a police-
man: “My wife left me
years ago and ran away.”

L 4
When I saw you chasing
me, I thought you would
bring her back to me.

¢
Bhutto dreamed of his
country  possessing  an
atomic bomb.

He had charisma that
made him the focus of his
people’s attention, but he
was hanged.

B9
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KUWAIT CITY, July 22, (KUNA): Kowait's
crude oil price increased by USD 256 1o reach
USD 8739 per barrel (pb) in Tuesday’s rad-
ing. compared with USD §4.83 Monday, ac-
conding to the Kuwait Petroleur Corporation

Kuwaiti oil price up $2.56 to $87.39 pb

(KPC) on Wednesday

In global markets, Brent crude
179 10 setlle at USD 9101 pb, while US
Texas Intermediate gained USD 1.68 to close
a1 USD 8491 pb

imbed USD
&
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In support of national efforts to strengthen the country’s preparedness & mitigate the impact of the heinous Iranian aggression

NBK contributes $5 million to the Kuwait Emergency Response Fund

KUWAIT CITY, July 22: National
Bank of Kuv«-nl (NBK) announced
a financ; tribution of $5 million
to the Kuwait Emergency Response

Fund, managed by the Kuwait Fund
for Arab  Economic Development
(KFAED), in support of national ef-

forts 10 enhance the couniry’s p
parcdness 1o respond lo emergencies
and exceptional circumstances arising
from the heinous lranian aggression
and mitigate their impact on infrastruc-
ture and vital facilities.
his. i e embodies NBK's deep
sense of national and social responsi-
bility and its unwavering commitment
to supporting cfforts that safeguard the
country's assets and strengthen its abi
i adifess challenges and exceplions
efficiency and effective-
ness, thereby reinforcing the foundations
of stability and sustainable development.
In this context, the contribution fur-
ther affirms national role and
its continued commitment to enhanc-
ing the country’s preparedness and

tive approach strengthens the country’s
ability to respond to emerging devel-
opments and urgent needs, while sup-

porting the continued efficiency of
infrastructure and vital facilities and
sustaining their service and develop-

NBK Headquarters

capa 10 respond to urgent circum-
stances. It also suppons the protec-
tion of national assets, enhances the
efficiency of vital facilities and helps
ensure the effective and unnncrluph.;l
delivery of theirservic

H An

mmun;cﬂnm nnd mmmn.l.a penm.rv
ship and integration between the pub-
lic and private sectors. This collabora-

M The contribution underscores the Bank's national
role in safequarding the country’s assets and enhancing
the efficiency of its vital facilities
ative that reinforces partnership and integra-
tion between the public and private sectors in responding
to emergency circumstances

mental roles.
Buildin;

importance of mobilising national

mitigating th; |mp.u.= on infrastruc-
ture and vital facilitie:

the

on this
w

contribution will supj
habilitate vital facilitie:

nsuring
\\f institutional rulw and enal
he country 1o respand swiftly 3m1

ac
g NBK hasa Innpmndmg record of
leadership in natio re-

heinous Iranian CH!EI(‘HI')‘ 10 emer i spomsibility ini ve: e its
their operational e stances. and exceptional duﬂcn continued support fur strategic pro-
of their services. It will wwait Emerg u(mnu Jjects and imitiatives that serve Kuwait

also reinforce the country’s prepared-
ness and strengthen its ability to re-
spond effectively 1o evolving develop- 4
menis and exceplional circumstances. by KFAED.

In parallel, KFAED's Board of Di-
rectors had approved the allocation
anSum million as & founding con- e
tributic
Response Fund,

the

NBK contributes KD 1.3 million to develop

Fund was established pm\
Council of Ministers mm\utim as
dedicated _account
The Fund is intended
m finance national efforts
ening the country’s prepared-
o respond o emergencies and ex-
ceptional circumstances arising from
heinous Iranian o

i 1o &

and its society. This commitment re-
flects the Bank™s firm belief that sup-
porting the nation and its institutions
under all circumstances is boih an in-
herent responsibility and an enduring
partnership, ane that_contributes to
strengihening Kuwait's security and
stability while advancing its progress
and prosperity.

Kuwait International

administered

imed

Airport Facilities & enhance operational efficiency

This contribution hmld» on NBK's longstanding rolc in
ting following its recent

serving as Kuwait's principal gateway to the world and a
national Iandmalk that reflects its standing, in

of KD 1.3 million towards develop Kuwait
Airport facilities and enhancing their operational efficiency.
The initiative reflects the Bank’s steadfast commitment to
supporting priority national projects and contributing o the
develo of strategic infrastructure, thereby strengthen-
ing the ability of vital facilities 1o fulfil their essential roles
efficiently and sustainably. It also embodies NBK's firm
lief that the role of national institutions ¢xtends beyond con-
tributing to economic activity to standing alongside the Stote
during periods that require unified efforts and strengthened
collaboration in service of the national interes
The Bank affirmed that Kuwait Intemational Airport
is one of the country’s most important strategic facilities,

capabilities. Again
drop, the Hdnk s contribution supports effort, 2
the airport’s facilities, enhance the efficiency of its services
and strengthen its operational capabilities i Iine with lead:
ing standards and the requirements of both the current and
future phases,

These ini ves further affirm NBK’s leading position
in national and social respo
impactful contributions and
ment p]uns and serve the

Bank's role s a key ate's

efforts and standing alongside its institutions under all cir-
cumstances.

Natural gas prices surge due to persistent mstablllty in the Middle East

By KAMCO Invest

he recent escalation of hostilities between the US

and ITran, coupled with the reinforcement of na-
val blockades on Iranian ports and the renewed clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz, has exerted significant
upward pressure on global energy markets, including
natural gas prices. Looking back, global natural gas
prices registered moderate growth during Q2-2026.
A notable exception to this trend was observed in the
United States, where average natural gas prices de-
clined by 7.5% y-oy to settle at USD 2 95/MMBuu.
Comparatively, Q2-2026 average natural gas prices
for Europe increased by 31.2% to reach USD
15.58/MMBitu, while average LNG prices forlapan
witnessed 11.3% y-0-y growth to reach USD 13.79/
MMBtu, The growth’in natral gas prices in Asia
and Europe was mainly supported by the ongoing
geopolitical instability and supply disruptions
fecting LNG shipments transiting through the Strait
of Hormuz. Although price levels in these regions
moderated from their March-2026 highs, overall
prices remained higher than th
The growth in European and Asian gas prices was
also supported by Europe’s ongoing structural transi-
on away from Russian gas imports following the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. Morcover, global nawral
2as spot prices are widely expected to remain firm
and elevated in the near term, supported by seasonal
demand increases associated with cooling require-
ments during the summer months,

The recent re-closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
prompied by the resurgence of hostilitics, has re-
ignited longstanding concerns over the drag-on of
potential disruptions to LNG supplies from the Gulf
region. This development follows the June-20:
US-Iran ceasefire agreement, which had initially in-
cluded provisions for the waterway's reopening and
allowed a limited number of LNG and crude oil tank-
ers to resume transit. Nevertheless, indusiry experts
anticipate that a meaningful recovery in LNG supply
from Guif producers notably Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates will require considerable time before
returning to pre-conflict operational norms.

According to the IEA, LNG deliveries from
the GCC (Qatar and the UAE) contracted by 35
bem yoy, over the three-month period from March
through June-2026. This supply deficit was largely
offset by concurrent growth in LNG production
from new projects commissioned in North Amer-
ica and Africa,

Meanwhile, non-GCC LNG production increased
by nearly 27 bem y-o-y across the same March to
June-2026 period. Despite the compensatory expan-
sion in non-Gulf LNG output, global LNG supply
registered a net 8 bem y-o-y contraction during the
three months between March and June-2026.

This shortfall is primarily attributed to severe dam-
age at Qatar’s Ras Laffan Industrial City, the flag-
slﬂp facility for Qatari LNG production, on two of its
processing units during the carly weeks of
US-Iran war. These strikes anclncl) curtailed
approximately 17% of the plant’s capac-
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ity, forcing a complete upcmuuml halt. Compound-
ing these difficulties, the same production complex
cxpcnenced a significant explosion in June-2026
resulting froma technical accident that occurred dur-
ing an attempt to restart operations.

Beyond the physical infrastructure damage, sev-
eral additional factors are likely to delay a full
recovery of GCC LNG supply. including higher
insurance premiums for Gulf transits, persistent
geopolitical uncertainties, and accumulated
ping backlogs that continue to delay logistical
normalization. The combination of higher natural
gas spot prices and the disruption of LNG supply
has contributed to a decline in global natural gas
demand during 1H-2026

Matural Gas Consumption

According to the IEA, Asian natural demand
declined by an estimated 1% y-o0-y or 3 bem, in 1H-
2026, driven by the disruption of LNG flows via the
Strait of Hormuz, which has prompted fuel switching
measures across many Asian countries since the on-
set of the Middle East conflict. The IEA has revised
its previous forecast of 4% gas demand growth for
Asia in 2026 downward 1o a decline of 0.5%, primar-
ily due to the LNG supply disruption via the Strait of
Hormuz. Natural gas demand declined for all three
of the largest LNG importers in Asia China, Japan,
and Korea during the first six months of the year

gas across some of the
major gas consuming countries. which collectively
account for three-quarters of global gas demand, wit-
nessed a 1% y-o-y decline to reach | 073 bem for the
first four months of 2026, according to the GECF.
This drop was primarily registered in the North
America and Southern Asia regions. Meanwhile, the
Middle East and the EU regions recorded growth dur-
ing the same period. Overall, global natural gas con-
sumption is expected o decline by 1% for FY2026.
For Japan, natural gas demand dropped by 1.5% y-o-
y mainly due to lower gas usage in power generation
resulting from government-led initiatives to promote
coal-fired power plant consumption, coupled with
the restart of the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power
phm Comparatively, natural gas demand in Korea
so fell during 1H 6, largely driven by the direet
pact of the supply disruption caused by the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz.

According to the IEA, Korea receives approxi-
mately 20% of its LNG from the Middle East, where-
as Japan gamers only around 75 of its supplies from
the same region. In OECD Europe, natural gas con-
n in 1H-2026 declined by 0.5%, mainly due
to lower gas usage in the power sector, which was
largely offset by an increase in natural gas usage in
Iln.- residential and commercial sectors during the pe-

Dt\pllc this marginal decline in gas demand, EU

natural gas imports improved by 1.9% y-o-y during
1H-2026 to reach 159.9 bem, according to Bruegel.
EU LNG imports from the US (43.9 bem) represent-
ed twice the volume of natural gas imports from Rus-
sia during 1H-2026.

In the North America region, natural gas consump-
tion fell by 1% y-o-y during IH-2026, driven by
milder winter temperatures that exerted downward
pressure on natural gas usage in the commercial and
residential sectors. In this context. gas consumption
in the US declined by 1.5% y-o-y during 1H-2026,
while gas consumption in Canada remained flat over
the same period. In the latest EIA short-term outlook
natural gas demand in North America is expeeted to
record a marginal decline during 2026, primarily due
to lower natural gas consumption in the residential
sector.

Matural Gas Production

Global gas production was estimated to have de-
clined by 1% y-o0-y to reach 1,390 bem for the first
four months of 2026, compared to 1 404 bem dur-
ing the same period in 2025, according to the GECF.
For April-2026 alone, global natural gas production
dropped by 3.6% y-o-y to reach 338 bem. This de-
eline was mainly attributed to a substantial reduction
in output from the GCC region's major gas and LNG
producers. Qatar witnessed the largest reduction in
its LNG pmduguun capacity as a result of infrastruc-
ture damage to its LNG facilities and the closure of

the Strait of Hormuz. However, natural gas produc-
tion growth in the North America and Eurasian re-
gions partially offset the impact of the GCC LNG
supply disruptions on glebal gas supply.

In Europe, total natural gas pmducuon for the first
faur months of 2026 declined by 3.2% y-o-y to reach
61.8 bem, compared to 63.8 bem during the same pe-
riod in 2025, according to the GECF. This represent-
ed the lowest total production in the region over the
t five-year period. The fall
mainly attributed to a notable decline in UK pmdun.-
tion, which witnessed a 10.7% y-o-y drop to reach
9.3 bem. Meanwhile, Norway, which produces ap-
proximately 68% of Europe’s cumulative natural gas
production, recorded a marginal 0.4% y-o-y growth
to reach 42.3 bem,

In Asia Pacific, ulmul.mvc natural !,as pm-d.u,cuun
far ll|c l|r~1 Four monll s of 2021

ma nly ﬂunbuu:d to a rise in Ching’ nulmal _zas pro-
duction during the period, which increased by 2.8%
y-0-y to reach 89.9 bem. It is expected that China’s
natural gas production will continue at least in the
near future, as Si the state-owned oil and pet-
rochemical company, ecured approval to ex-
plare China’s first ultradeep shale gas field.

In the USA, cumulative natural gas production for
the first five months of 2026 improved by 4.1% y-o0-y
to reach 471 bem, compared to 452 bem during the
same period in 2025, The growth in US gas produc-
tion stemmed from an increase in dry shale gas pro-
duction, which accounted for 82% of the country’s

production increased by 2.
manths between January and Ma

2026. The estab-
lishment of new LNG export termanals continues to

increase feed gas requirements, driving demand-side
dynamics and providing a rising pull-on gas produc-
tion year to date. Much of the incremental growth
in US natural gas production originates from the
which witnessed 6.5% y-o-y growth
W ﬂc dry gas production in Ihc Appa-
remained broadly unchanged during
x months of the year, recording a marginal
drop of 0.1% y-0-y . According to the IEA, US dry
natural gas production is expected to increase by 3%
y driven by rising LNG exports
and ‘momentum in both gas and oil market funda-
mentals.

GCC Market Outlook
The interim agreement brokered between the US
and Iran in June-2026, which established a frame-
work for the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz, has
encountered a significant setback following the re-
es between the two na-
in the region has

significandy |mpmmd. the abi
resumption of LNG wpplie% frmn G()(‘ connlrie.«

I ing
CONSensus :mmng market analysts is that the ‘;lrmt is
expected 1o be fully re-opened in Q3 To date,
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz has reduced the
delivery volume of LNG from the GCC by 32 bem
for 1H-2026 as compared to 1H-2025. According
to the IEA, the aggregate volume of LNG supply w
global markets from Qatar and the UAE is expected
to decline by approximately 45% y-o-y or 55 bem,
for FY-2026. This contraction i c(pa:lcd to con-
strain global LNG trade growth, which is projected
to remain flat in 2026
The angoing instability in the region has also
affected the UAE’s natural gas exporting and pro-
duction systems. The Emirates’ LNG exports have
been hindered by the closure of the Strait of Hor-
mugz, while its gas processing facilities have suf-
fered damage from military strikes. The Emirates”
Das Island liquefaction plant saw cargo loadings
slow to only one or two cargoes per month during
the three months between March and June-2026,
as compared ta an average of seven LNG cargo
loadings during the same period in 2025 according
to the IEA. Meanwhile, the Habshan gas complex,
the Emirates” largest domestic gas vupply proces-
sor, suffered damage due to tary strikes in
April-2026. The d.lm.sgc caused the gas complex
o lcn\pmari!y shut down. Tt is expected that the
processing capacity of the gas complex, which is
currently operating at approximately 60% capaci-
ty, will recover to 80% capacity by the end of 2026
and reach full capacity by 2027
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