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KFAED gives Sudan food aid storage a $2m boost
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1 KFAED gives Sudan food aid storage a $2m boost
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PATIENT TIP-OFF TRIGGERS MEDICAL MASQUERADE TAKEDOWN

Police pull plug on home quack

By Munit Naif
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 13: Officers from the Criminal In-
vestigation General Department at the M
rior arrested a female Azerbaijani for practicing medicine
without a license at her residence in Jaber Al-Ahmad.

. the ministry confirmed that the Counterfeiting and
tion General Department,

In a press statemet
Forgery Crimes

at the Criminal Inves

KD11,651 cash, medical gear seized

which is under the Criminal Sceu
for practicing medicine w
a fully equipped medic:
equipment and KDI1 651
the officers raided her residence.
tie:

woma
residence
Medic

stry of Inte-

Accordin
had been r
tions
ing

y Sector,

pprehended the Azerbaijani
e and using her private
e for a fee.

sh weré found in her possession when
She was referred to the concerned authori-

al

o the ministry, the officers acted on a tip-off that the accused
wing patients, providing consultation
and making, selling and distributing herbal conco
approval and license from the competent authorities.

and medical examina-
ions without obtain-

The n
from the Coun

erfeiting and Forge

y added that after obtaining the mmh and arrest warrant, a team
rimes

S-_

ncluding female poli

<

ficers, was formed and they proceeded to the location where the accused was

cau m in the act of practicing medicine without a lic
rrogation, the accused admitted to operating her resi

ensed medical facility nml pmnd
s

ha
tation fee amounted to KD30

Im at the
ed KD170 per treatment package for pregnant women, while the consul-

ense

2 consultations and examina

lence, showing that the accused

Gold’s haven status
weathers the storm

By Marwa Al-Bahrawi
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 13: The sharp decl

n gold

prices this year made the citizens and expatriates doubt
the status of gold
. makin

store of value and a hedge against
them wonder if' it already lost its advan-
e haven.

Precious meials expert Alaa Behbehani asseried that
it is premature to conclude that gold already lost its sta-
tus as a safe haven. He explained that the sharp price

ewed within the context of an
when it reached record high:
exceeding 353 ‘EI» per ounce in January before falli
below $4000 in late June.

Behbehani stated that a
decl

drop in 2026 shomli be

cant aspect of the price
is the correction of price overvaluations and
of investment positions accumulated during
the upward trend, rather than a collapse in the funda-

— mentals that support gold in the
” ‘

long term
Behbehani

He clarified that the
[

EX5

vhose value does not
jold has hmmm\lx be

‘€ option, but it can experience
sharp corrections during cri-
ses. Gold is vulnerable 1o large-
selling by investors and insti-
wwtions looking for cash or to cover
losses in other markets.” he added

He poinied out that the central
banks remain keen on increasing
old holdings, proving the
lasting status of gold as a strategic
fying reserves and
g against risks.
the relationship be-
copolitical tensions and
s not automatic, explaining
that war could support gold if it
leads to inci concems about
the financial system, decline in
currency confidence or decrease in
real returns, but it could also put
downwand pressure on gold. He
predicted that gold prices will re-
main volatile in the coming period

Gold expent Alamdar Al-Mou-
sawi affirmed that gold has not
lost its status as a safe haven. but
the rules governing its trade have
ged

Al-Mousawi

chi

e explained that war is no
longer the sole determinant of the
value of gold i
of factors like the dol

bond yields, inflation, global
gn wealth fund movements and cen-

Hatab
le, interest ra
bility, sove
tral bank purch

He stated that the traditional equation linking war
o rising gold prices no longer operates as simply as it
oncedid. He clarified that the price of gold may decline
despite escalating tensions, especially if institutions
ors previously purchased large quantities in
anticipation of such an escalation, and then moved to
:.uk\. pnmh when the npu.lr.-d incident happened.

at asts of global

rices reflect the

the future of

factor, as itis

rather linked to economic and political scenarios, inter-
est rate developments and value of the dollar.

Continued on Page 5

Kuwaiti-Spanish team documents ‘Eclipse of the Century’

Photos. wKﬂalad.N Jamaan

Left: The total solar eclipse in Spain. Right: UNWTO's Sheikha Al-Nowais joins Astronomer Khaled Al-Jamaan and team member for a group moment.

MADRID, Aug 13, (KUNA): A joint Kuwaiti-Spanish

night for over a minute across various regions.

age of the eclipse in both Arabic and Spanish).

team of observational experts and media specialists has
documented the total solar eclipse in Spain, recording
the historic astronomical event in precise visual and
scientific detail.

Head of the team and Representative of the Interna-
tional Astronomical Union (IAU) in Kuwait, Astronomer
Khaled Al-Jamaan, told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA)
on Wednesday that global attention tumed toward Span-

the country witnessed Europe’s first total

Al-Jamaan stated that the joint team brings together
elite astronomers and astrophotographers from Kuwait
and Spain, equipped with advanced telescopes, high-
resolution cameras, and specialized solar corona imag-

The Kuwaiti-Spanish team established its observa-
tion station on a mountain peak 1,200 meters above sea
level in Maderuelo, located in the province of Segovia,
Castilay Leon, northeast of Madrid.

ing technology

He :vulhncd the project’s three main objectives:
scientific observation (studying the solar corona and
real-time thermal tions), archival documentation
iproducing & high-definition Arabic-European visual
record), and public awareness (broadcasting live cover-

clarity and

inates light pollution.
Continued on Page 5

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 13, (KUNA):
The Meteorological  Department
expects the weather throughout the
country this weekend to be extremely
hot during the day and hot to relative-

Director of the Meteo-
Department Dhirar Al-
i N

The Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Euge

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff

Martin Nugent, and the Czech Ambassador, Juraj
Chmiel, with members of the Diplomalic Corps and guests during the even,

Czech envoy champions compassion amid conflict

Papal Nuncio bids I(uwalt farewell

it at \In. event were a large number of
!

numerical models indicate that the

country will be affected by an ex-
tension of the seasonal Indian low-
pressure system, accompanied by a
relatively hot and humid air mass
Winds will be northwesier (0]

tedy. light to moderate in
, and occasional y variable and

I
On Friday, the weather will be ex-
tremely hot and humid, particularly

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 13: The Czech Embassy
organized a ceremony on Thursday to honor
the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Eugene Martin
Nugent, on the occasion of the completion of
his diplomatic mission in Kuwait and his prepa:
rations to retumn to Prague (o assume his new

st

The embassy also celebrated the Czech State
Day and Saint Wenceslas Day.

n B dor
ait Juraj Chmiel said, We Te-
member a man who was attacked and killed
by his brother. Boleslav the Cruel, while on
his " He dis-

closed that Duke Wenceslas died on Sept 28
935, “Following death, the Holy Roman
Emperor Otto I conferred upon him the title

Continued on Page 5

0=

in coastal an Winds will be vari-
able to southeastery, light o mode:
ate at speeds of § to 32 kilom

ers
per hour, with some high clouds
Maximum temperatures are expect-
6 and 48 de-

light to moderate, with waves of one
to four feet.
Friday nig

will be hot w0 rela-

Mercury to hit 48°C as
furnace weekend bites

tively warm and relatively humid,
particularly in coastal arcas. Winds
will be southeasterly to variable. light
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KUWAITCITY, Aug 13: The Kur
Authority for Partnership Projec
(KAPP) on Wednesday referred the
tender fovr conducting ¢ ancy
studies for re-tendering  projecs
located on state-owned real e
properties, at a cost of KD2,150 540,
1o the State Audit Bureau (SAB) for
review and audit.

ED photo

KAPP referred the same tender to
SAB on July 28, but SAB returned
the tender documents on Aug 6
KAPP is now waiting for the ap-
proval of the bureau to proceed with
the contractual terms

The tender aims to provide con-

sultancy  services, including the
tc:mml tudies and tender docu-
ments, for 23 projects \m.nul on

KAPP awaiting SAB approval

Kuwait reboots 23 state project tenders

ship Law No. 116/2014 and Public
Tenders Law No. 49/2016 and their
ul

APP announced that the
projects slated for re-tendering include
the Fahaheel Waterfront Development
Praject (Al-Kout), fifth phase of the
Waterfront Project (Marina Mall), two
construction waste treatment plants,
International M et (United Market),
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ure and KFAED said in a statement to KUNA that the
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KUWAIT CITY, Aug 13, (KUNA): Minis-
try of Commerce and Indusiry said Tuesday
that the Commercial Control and Consumer
Protection departments received 17,135
complaints through the minisiry’s electronic
portal and the unified government services
application (Sahel) during Q2 2026.

Market inspections yield 5,155 violations, 52 shop closures

Commerce Ministry receives over 17,000 complaints in Q2

The ministry told KUNA the figures re-
flected its efforts o strengthen market over-
sight, protect consumer rights and monitor
businesses’ oumpl:‘ancc with approved regu-
lations and requircments

Inspection teams isswed 5.155 violation
reports during the same period and recorded

165 licensing-related violations as part of
ongaing inspection campaigns targeting mar-
kets and commercial activiti
The mmlslry said the inspection opera-
tions resulted in the opening of 51 shops and
closure of 52 ol n accordance with ap-
plicable legal and regulatory procedures

It added that its teams also handled 648
complaints received through other complaint
channels, in_addition to the 17,135 com-
plaints submitted through the electronic por-
tal and Sahel application.

It affirmed that the Commercial Control
and Consumer Protection departments would

continue intensifying inspection campaigns,
strengthening market oversight and develap-
ing communication channels with consumers,
The efforts aim 10 ensure swift responses.
to complaints, safeguard consumer rights
and promote compliance with laws and regu-
lations govemning commercial activities.

Continued from Page 1

Gold’s haven

He advocated for a gradual ap-
proach to gn]d purchases. instead of

KFAED added that the project will
also allocate additional space to ac-
commodite other UN agencies and
cooperating partners, strengthening

and within

and as-
sels into gnlnl in one swoop. He ad-
vised setting a clear investment ob-
jective for gold beforchand, whether
long-term savings or simply protect-
ing savings, while maintaining funds
for emergencies.

Another gold expert, Mohammad
Hatab, asserted that claiming gold
declined in 2026 or lost its status as
a safe haven is imaccurate. He con-
firmed that while gold has retreated
from its peak, it remains close o
2026 opening level.

He added that the price of gold
reached $5.500 and is currently hov-
ering around “Therefore, a
more accurate description is pull-
back from the peak, not a dm.lme
from the beginning of the year,”
indicated.

He said the geopolitical develop
menis and the conflict between Iran
and the United States of America
have had a major impact, particular-
ly the connection to a sensitive en-
ergy market region around the Strait

of Hormuz He stated that investors

i rise in oil

joint inter-agency operations.

The Fund said that the grant is part
of its partnership with WEP, which
was strengthened by a memorandum
of understanding signed in February
2025 to promote cooperation in food
security, humanitanian assistance
and development projects.

The grant agreement was signed
by KFAED's Acting Dircctor Gener-
al Rasheed Al-Bader and WFP Part-
nerships and Government Relations
Officer in Kuwait Omar Al-Essa.

Kuwait reboots

Al-Maseel Market {Grand Market),
Al-Watiya Market, Kuwait Beach
11 (Kuwait ) . Al-Farwaniya
Slaughterhouse (National Market),
International Golf Club, Al-Safat
Market. Al-Manakh Market, Interna-
tional Building Real Estate, Jleeb Al-
Shuyoukh Meat, Vegetable and Fish
Market. Al-Jahra Slaughterhouse,
Al-Mubarakiva Market, Al-Ahmadi
Al-Jahra Meat and

prices, so snmc of them converted a
portion of their gold holdings int oil
n search of larger and faster returns.

KFAED gives

acute shortages of storage facilities
by rehabilitating existing facilities
and constructing new ones

The facilities are expected to help
secure foad aid, improve storage op-
erations and facilitate

Vegetable Market, Al-Khaima Mall,
and Central Fs and Vegetable
Market in Al-Sulaibiya.

icated that the winning con-
sultancy firm's responsibilities in-
clude conducting f:anblhl.y studies
(technical, economic, environmental
and legal), preparing tender docu-
‘ments, evaluating bids for each pro-
ject, and overseeing the technical,
financial, legal and environmental
aspects umtil financial closure for

supporting WFP efforts to reach
about 7.5 million beneficiaries, the

ties,
such as steel warehouses and refrig-
emlmn facilities, along with support-
tructure, offices and secu-
ies.

each project in d: with Law
No. 116/2014 and its executive regu-
lations.

The main objectives are o raise
the operational efficiency of the
aforementioned projects, and to ac-
tivate the role of the private sector
in the management, operation, main-
tenance and development of these
projects.

Kuwaiti-Spanish

He added that northern Spain of-
fers high sky-clarity rates in August,
making areas north of Madrid-along-
side regions such as Zaragoza, Va
lencia, and Ibiza-prime global view-
ing points for the event.

Spain became a toj
destination for the eclipse,
ing record flight booklngs and hotel
CCCUPARCY ACTOSS its northern prov-

s,

Al-Jamaan highlighted that astro-
nomical events are mcma:mg!) driv-
ing international tourism alongside
cultural and sports events, noting
that Spanish authorities designated
wughly 660 official viewing sites
th campsites and mu-
nicipal services,

The team proposed a ne
for this emerging trend
twral  Tourism-bridging  science,
heritage. and geography rather than
relying on traditional technical travel
metrics,

“Travelers are not merely looking
at the sky; they are experiencing the
event from the heart of the moun-
tains, learning about the rich history
of Arab and Islamic astronomy that
flourished in Andalusia, connecting
with scientists and photographers,
and documenting a rare cosmic mo-
ment,” Al-Jamaan said.

He added that the eclipse sel
as a powerful reminder of cos
wonder and a vital bridge for inter-
national scicy exchange,

In a statement to KUNA, Secre-
tary-General of UN World Tourism
Organization, Sheikha Al-Nowais,
described the total solar eclipse as
a unigue phemomenon that unlocks
broad tourism opportunities con-
necling science with nature while
directing visitor traffic o new des-
tnations.

She emphasized the importance
of leveraging temporary  celestial
events to build a lasting legacy cen-
tered on \wtnlw' covery and sus-
able tous
Solar observation specialist Diceo

Lopez Calvin told KUNA that track-
ing data showed the path of totality
onginating near Russia, Greenland,
and Iceland before crossing the At-
lantic to cover a broad terestrial
swath.

Lopez Calvin noted that tofal-
ity reached o maximum duration of
one minute and 41 seconds ulong the
central line. He added that the oc-
currence coincided with lhc annusl
Perseid meteor shower, significantly
enhancing the scient value and
visual spectacle of the night sky.

The 2026 eclipse marks a land-
mark historical moment for Spain
as the first total solar eclipse visible
from the Iberian Peninsula since
April 1912 While al eclipse was
observed from the ary Islands in
1959, mainland Spain had not wit-
nessed totality in over 114 years.

Papal Nuncio

of King. and three years later, he
was canonized,” the Ambassador
added

He said Saint Wenceslas was
known for his piety, virtue, wisdom
and intelligence, indicating that he
devoted himsell to spreading the
Christian faith and showed great
concern for the poor, the sick, wid-
ows and orphans through charitable
works.

nity 1o celebrate everything that is
2ood and humane.” he asserted

He revealed that “the feast day of
Saimt Wenceslas falls on Sept 28,
but I deliberately asked the Papal
Nuncio that we celebrate this oc-
casion in August because, by Sept
28, he will have already begun his
duties as the Papal Nuncio to the
Czech Republic. | must admit that
1 fieel sadness and happiness at the
same time. | am saddened that our
Papal Nuncio will be leaving Ku-
wail, yet | am also pleased that my
country will be welcoming such an
outstanding diplomat and remark-
able personality.”

On the other hand, the Papal
Nuncio 1o Kuwait, Archbishop
Eugene, said, “We are gathered in
this beautiful church, Our Lady of
the Island Church, among friends.
members of the diplomatic corps.
members of the Czech community,
and the parishioners and faithful of
this church. 1 thank God for the

years [ have spent in Kuwait. | am
grateful for the people I have met.
the f

iendships we have built, the
w haw. h i

moments of er.'uc that 1 con-
tinue 1o Lh:mh long after I leave

The 1’.’|p:|| Nuncio described his
experience. in Kuv\ml as one of the
most of his

He then stressed the i
of remembering figures. such as
Saint Wenceslas, and preserving the

enl

service to the Chureh. He said that
his mission in Kuwait sirengt

values they . p
Iy amid the tensions and conflicts
the world is witnessing today. He
pointed out that the current conflict
in the region has expanded beyond
the borders of the Gulf. He said
Kuwait has been subjected to Ira-
mian awacks for three months. and
that the region is currenty Iwmg
under a very fragile ceascfire, “We
should all strive to be more like
Saint Wenceslas, even in a small
way, by becoming kinder, more
compassionate, and more mindful
of others. Let us take this opportu-

languages, cultores and rites, be-
cause faith and spiritality unite all
believers,
He added. “As | prepare to leave
Kuwait, 1 am especially grate-
ful that one of my final celebra-
tions here will take place under the
mantle of Our Lady of the Island
Church. T entrust to the Virgin
Mary the people | am leaving be-
hind. the frieadships that have en-
riched my life. and the Church in
Kuwait and throughout the Gulf.”

GCC investments
in tech, renewable
energy expected to
jump to $62 billion

PARIS. Aug 13, (KUNAL The Global
Investment Summit 2026, scheduled
tw be held in Paris on Seprember first
and 2nd, predicts that otal investments
in the renewable energy, hydro
advanced industries, and diy
structure sectors across the Gulf Coop-
cration Council (GCC) countries will
32,87 billion in "023 0

an increase of USD 2958 billion and
growth of nearly 90 percent,
According 1o sources from the up-
coming summit, such data also indi-
cates that the renewable energy and
n)dmgcn sector leads the three sectors.
in terms of growth rate: investments
are projected to rise from USD 10.37
billion an 2023 to USD 22.77 billion by
2030, an increase of USD 12.4 billion
and growth of nearly 120 percent.
This growth is driven by Gulf na-
tions expanding clean energy proj-
ects, increasing reliance on renewable
cnergy sources, and developing hy-
drogen initiatives.
Additionally, rising demand for
emission-reduction  solutions and
energy efficiency improvements en-
hances the sector’s appeal 0 both do-
mestic and intemational capital.
Investments in digital infrastructure
are also expected to climb from USD
945 llion in 2023 10 USD 1836
bl'lhun by 2030, an increase of USD
on and growth exceeding 94

pen\ t
This expansion is fueled by the

growth of data centers, cloud servic-

es, and telecommunications networks,

alomgside the rapid adoption of art;

al mtelligence applications and digi
ransformation.

The sector’s growth reflects the in-
creasing need for a technology infra-
structure capable of accommodating
the expansion of data and digital ser-
vices, coinciding with the sccelerated
ation of government, financial,
industrial, and service sectors, as well
as rising investments in artificial intel-
ligence and emerging technologies.
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