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KUWAIT: Indonesia's Embassy celebrates 81st Independence Day on Monday. —

Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Wednesday, August 19, 2026

Indonesia seeks more opportunities
for skilled workers in Kuwait: Envoy

Indonesian community supports families affected by earthquake

a Abdul Rashid & Passant |

By ham

KUWAIT: Indones
portunitics for i
plans to send more profes
cluding healthcare, il and ¢
automolive induslri
Kuwait Lena Marvana told Kuwait Times, Speak-
ing o the sidelines of Indonesia’s 8151 Indepen-

is Inoking to expand op-
illed workers in Kuwait, with
ionals in seclors in=

muus onincrea: mn.th:.- number of skilled In-
donesian workers in Kuwail are among Lhe issues

in Kuwait,
“maore job opportur
try of Health is cur
es, while appory
and manufactus
more opportunil
motiv v.
the recent
Inclone:
and injuring

thousands. She said some Families of In-
donesian nurses and migrant workers in Kuwait
aflected by the disaster. "We are coordinaling with
the people and our community around the world o

Kuwait tightens
regulations on
tobacco products

KUWA linister of Health Dr Ahmad Al-Awachi is-
sued a ministerial decree Monday regulating the trade
Am\ \.1\1- of lobace ne products, as well as
s part of cflorls o protect

¢ health and reduce the health bur |Iu: associal-
The Health Minis 1 the decree

aims primarily Lo safeguard children and voung people
by pmln\-mng |Iw of regulated products Lo anyone

“The new regulations also restriel where and how
such products may be sold, inchuding bannin l||c|r\..|r
at des ted locations through « ¢ platl
andl delive vices. The deeree further |w..\ulm\ Lhu
sale of unlicensed products, products of unknown ori-
gin and those that fail 1o meel approved specifications.
1t also requires all relevant products Lo be registercd
aml aceredited, with manufacturers anel suppliers re-
quired Lo disclose their ingredients and nienline con-
centrations. The ministry said the measures form parl of
its continued efforts o protect current and future gen-
erations and reduce the health and social eosts assaci-
ated with smoking and e use, — KUN.

ol

Kuwait condemns
drone attack on
Kurdistan region

KUWAIT: igm AfTairs on Tuesday
expressed Kusaits condemnation of a drone attack tar-
geting the Kurdistan Region of Irag. including the office
of Kurdistan Itegional Government Prime Minister Mas-
rour Barzani and the residence of the region’s Securily
and Intelligence ney director. In 2 statement. the
ministry rea tion of any actions thal
undlermine the soverc securily or stability of the
Republic uf Irag. It stressed the importance of respect-
the sovereignty and lerrilorial inlegrily of stales in
accordance with the principles o

Iraq on Monday announced an investigati
the overnight drone atlack, which targeted Barzanis
office and the residence of the Kurdistan Region’s in-
ence chiel, The attack prompred renewed tensions
ol the wider Middle m,..rf . Kurdistan authori-
ties blamed Iran for the incident. s: wor drones had
been launched from Iranian tes v. The region, which
hasts US forces, foreign energy companies and Iranian
IKurdish opposition groups, has come under repeated
attacks since the conflict began. Iragi Prime Minister
i directed the Tormation of an inv ative

amittee Lo identify the sourc .:m! \.umh points of
lhc lrones that targeled Barzan

Tranian Foreign Ministry \|mh.-\m.1|! I
condemned the attack, describing it ax a

Ihe Ministry of For

ording Lo Iran's stale news ageney IR
Iranian Foreign Minister Abhas Araghchi also spoke I)\
phone with his Iragi warning against what
he described as altempls Lo create discord hetween
neighborin justifics: the reckless
attack om '\ ani’s office; .\\.n:inh\ said in a post
oy lu Irag ium Barrack also con-
e

partner and warning lh.ul the w.nlunl posed a direct
threat 1o regional stability, — Agencies

gel logether Lo support our brothers and sisters in
this dilficult siwation.” icl.

Growing l-||||mtil)m|| ties

During her speech, Maryana highlighted grow=
ing educational cooperation Detween Kuwail and
Indonesia, expressing appreciation for the Kuwaili
government’s scholarships for Indonesian students
pursuing bachelor’s degrees in Arabi I'-nll Indone-
sian students are currently studving in Kuwait on full
scholarships from the Kuwaiti nment, she said.
Speaking Lo Kuwait Times, Marvana added that |
lamic Sh ld be anather I educational
L«:np:.-mllnn. expressing hope that such opportus
ties would continue and increase in the coming vears

She also praised the visilt of 12 Kuwaili oul-

standing female students o Indon sponsored
by the Kuwail Fund for Arab Economic Develop-
ment (KFAED). rom Jan 16 1o 22, 2026 TRV
included Lours of lourist sites as well as historical
and cultural landmarks across Indonesia. On trade,
Marvana said economic ties between Kuwail and
Indomesia are cxpected o continue growing. with
both sides targeting annual growth of at least 10
percent while secking a more balanced trade rela-
tionship. She l'\|v|:-wu| hope thal negotiations on
the Indonesia-Gull Cooperation ¢ neil (GCC) Free
Trade Agreement would be completed in 2026, cov-

ering goods and services, investment promotion and
(lth‘I' areas. Kuwail ranked 87th among source
T et investment (FDI) in Indones
pa ) expressing confidence thal Kuwaiti invesl-

e

3

l\'L\\ ALT:

I)qm[\ wrcign M

loly See to Kuwait \r;hhuxlmp
lnl\ul'u as the Vatican’s as
his appreciation for Nugent's efforts in

Deputy Foreign Minister
receives Vatican envoy

sgene Martin Nugent on the occasion of the conclu-
hassador o Kuw n,l)unngllm maeling, Al-Masl

reccived Tuesd

Apostolic

exprossed

refations and between Kuwail and

the Holy See. w g him continued s

ceess inhis future assignments, — K

MANAMA: Kuwaiti Minister of State for Youth and Sports Dr Tareq Al-Jalahma visits the ‘Gadeha Junior’ training
KUNA photos

camp in Manama. —

Al-Jalahma lauds
youth development

programs

MAN. ster of State for Youth and Sports
Dr Tareq \I Jalahma praised Bahrain’s cfforts 1o de-
Ve r|} the capabilities of yvoung people and youth,
hlig]
xperiences offered in the field. Al-Jalahma made
the remarks Monday during a visit Lo the “Gadeha
Junior™ teaining camp in Manama, which is operated
in pmnvwlnp with l\\u Ih ‘I| Guard of llw !t shrain
ed

hting the high-qualily programs and practical

inister of Youlh .\ﬂ s It.-n
ma stressed the importance of investing in youth
and :It‘\l"ln]slrw ther capabiities rom an carls age

=

the camp and reviewed its comprehensive train-

I

ns, which focus on discipline, -
and the development of essential
ed various aclivilies
ned Lo enhance pa

ing progr -, lea
wuork, challenge
life skills. The

ticip
spiril. The Gadel
plea v
activ es aimed at dmdupm
ticipants” skills while promoting discipline. inif
amd sell-conlidence. — KUNA

e of programs,

ment would continue Lo grow. “Reading this data
am confident that Kuwaili investment in Indone:
will continue 1o grow in the coming v
adding that stronger investment cooperation could
be supported through the establishment of a bilateral
investment agreement.

Joint commission, energy forum on agenda

AL the bilateral level, relations between Indu-
nesia and Kuwail have been strengthened through
high=level visits and several cooperation agree-
ments, including an agreement establishing a joint
commission. Both sides have alsa agreed to prompl
implement various memorandums of understanding
(MoUs) in their respective fickds. The two countries
a srecd 1o hold their second Joint Minist
Commission at the end of November 2026, whil
plans are also being finalized for the first Indone:
sia-Kuwail Ener um Lo be held in Indonesia.

“To Turther boost bilateral cooperation, the am-
bassador encouraged both sides Lo continue hold-
ing exchange visits, Sinee diplomatic relations were
established between Indonesia and Kuwail on Feb
28, 1968, cooperation between the two countries
has steadily expanded al the bilateral, regional and
international levels. Both sides continue Lo explore
opportunities o strengthen cooperation across
various seclors for the benelit of the two countri
and their people.

Kuwail inlensifies
diplomatic effort
Lo ease tensions

KUWAT Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber
Al-Ahmad abah held a series of phone calls with
his counterparts and senior offici 3

o
focusing on the lalest developments and nhplom\m
m l~< ln\ic-ﬂ\..ﬁ!;\lu tensions and strengthen
weign \llm\ll\ said

n A isal |1|||
nxlwua.'n Minister Dr Abdul-
nr\l,’n Minister Badr Al-Bu-
l.l('r and |‘()r\'l Minister

.n ; l)m.nm

llm I\uuml\ lm clgn ministe parate
s with Jordanian Deputy Prime Minister and
Avman Al-Safadi and Egvy o
er D Badr Abdelatty. i the calls, the
officials reviewed the latest regional developments
dml \lmu“vd diplomatic initiatives aimed al easing
ol prom hility across
Ihu reglon llm mi

(.ulf nd Arab

u\m.-x.w o prevent further exc:
I slabi

Immn hm Hamsad Al Thani to (h»::n 1
ional and international developments and
mutual interest. The two leaders reviewed the close
relations between Bahrain and Qatar and wavs Lo fur
ther develop them in support of the shared interests
of the two countries and their peoples, Bahrain’s offi
cial news ageney reported,

Oil-spill response

Elsewhere, Omani authorities, in cooperation with
international experts, are conlinuing rescue and
conlainment operations followin oil leak from
the vessel Caroline Bizengi, which rema
onarocky reel in the Hallaniyat Is
weather and sea conditions. Oman's Transport Minis-
try Director General of Maritime Affairs Mohammed
Al-Rawahi said Monda hareel season had
brought strong winds of around 40 knots and waves
reaching four meters, significant technical
and operational challenges ane making safe access
Lo the vessel difficult

He sail shallow, rocky waters around the vessel,
combined with fimited precise hydrographic da
had complicated Ilot-pm.u n and increased risks for

el Ttawahi said the vessel melml

¥ nud lullmi by around 17 degrees, |
.ng.unur merged and making move
and work onboard more dilficult. Oil, seawater. stron
waves ave also created slippery
ardous conditions. while the vessel Iulu a reliable
power source lo operale rescue equipment,
The ministry aled with British con
Ambrey Lo deploy spec
il pollution-control firms o mi
vironmental impacts, Al-Rawahi said, Aathorities are
also using aerial support Lo ransport experts and
mpnpmml to the vessel as maritime access remains
challenging. Coordination is continuing with Oman’s
Environment Authority and other national bodies o
mahilize additional resources when weather and sea
conditions permil. — KUNA
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