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Other Voices

From Samarkand to Failaka - When the
earth speaks the language of civilization

By Tareq Yousef Alshumaimry

participated in the inter-
national media I'nrum 2

s \\hl\,h gathered
around 300 experts and media
outlets from nearly 50 countries
in August 2026,

Between the forum'’s

e im-
v still very
much present in the place.

I delivered a speech at the fo-
rum in which I stated that the real
challenge for media today is not
just to preserve the memory of
Islamic ci n, but to rein-
duce it 1o new generations in
nguage that makes them feel

part of their own
not merely
inan old baok. The idea of
cultural and civilizational simi-
larities in Tashkent and Samar-
kand is not far-fetched; [ find itin
the buildings, markets, mosques,
roads, and even in the way peo-
ple receive guests. From there,
my comparison with Kuwait be-
gan.

I looked at the land of Ku-
wait in the same way I looked
at Samarkand, and discovered in
that Kuwait's story
lar history of civi-

Samarkand - When Age Exceeds
Two Thousand Years

Today, Samarkand stands as
one of the oldest histworical cit-
ies in Central Asia. UNESCO
indicates that evidence of set-
tlement in the region dates back
to around 1500 BCE, while the
city of Afrasiab (historical Sa-
markand) was founded i the
Tth century BCE. Samarkand
did not become great merely due
10 its antiguity: the secret of its

catness lay in its location. It
was at the crossroads of caravan
routes that carried goods, ideas,
and cultures between China,
Central Asia, Persia, and the
Middle East. By the early cen-
turies CE, it had become a major
center on the Silk Roads, reach-
ing the peak of its glory during
the Timurid era in the 14th and
15th centuries CE. This is why
UNESCO described it as a “cra-
dle of cultures.”

tand before the history

markand, its scholars, ju-
. mosques, and architecture,
hard to see these figures and
sfructures mcmiy as monuments;
rather, they are remnants of an
era when architecture, science,
astronomy, trade, and pc
were all part of a single civ
tional project.

Tareq Yousef Alshumaimry

Tashkent - Another Story Began
Before the Name We Know
oday
In Tashkent, the narrative leads
me to the Chach on and the
ancient city of Kanka, UN
ol

ian centuries, with
water, agriculture, and trade be-
coming key factors in the growth
of urban settlements.

Here, a point worthy of reflec-
tion emerges for us in the Gulf:
ancient civilizations did not wait
for conditions to be perfect; they
turned geography into an oppor-
tunil zbekistan did not have
a sea, but it was at the heart of
Asia, 50 it made caravan routes
its lifeline. Kuwait was not at the
heart of the continent, but it was
at the head of the Gulf, so it made
the sea its route to the world

Kuwait - A Story That Began
More Than 7,000 Years Ago

The Kuwait we know today,
with its modern cities, ports,
roads, and markets, conceals
beneath its soil a history dating
back 1o the end of the 6th mil-
lennium BCE. ie., more than

7000 years aga. Specifically, in
the Subiya area north of Kuwait,
excavations revealed settlements
linked to the Ubaid culture and
workshops  for - manufacturing
shell beads. along with evidence
of maritime .nuu\'al) including a
clay model of the earliest known
seagoing boat,

When we leam that Greek-era
‘Iﬂlrdl.i\ were discovered on Faila-
dating back to the 3rd

the picture becomes
he

most signific
is the Tkaros Greek inscription, ap-
proximately dated between 246
and 226 BCE, which UNESCO
mscribed on the Memory of the
World Register in 2025, It be-
comes clear that the land of Kuwait
was not a distant margin of major
civ ions but was part of their
communication network.

The National Counc
ture, etters in the State
of Kuwait indicates that the re-
sults of archacological surveys
and excavations in Kuwait show
that human settlement on the
land of Kuwait began in the late
6th millennium BCE. Excavation
work in Subiya has documented
sites belonging to the Ubaid

for Cul-

culture and workshops for shell
bead manufactur alongside
evidence of maritime activity

and a clay model of a boat. The
Council also explains that the
end of the 3rd millennium and
the bq. of the 2nd millen-
ni itnes the emer-
gence uf Bronze Age villages,
with features of this period ap-
pearing in several Ku\v.nu sites
and islands, including Failaka
Umm al-| . Shuwaikh, and
northern Kuwait Bay.

Samarkand and Kuwait - Cara-
vans and Trading Ships

I have not found evidence of
i route linking
d and Kuwait, but the

fes in lhc role each

for slhp.w.

Forum participants gather for a group photograph at the Center of Islamic
Civilization of Uzbekistan,

Samark opened its doors to
those coming from the East and
West; Kuwait opened its shores
to those coming from the north,
east, and south of the Gulf. Both
made trade something larger than
money, creating communities
that knew the “other,” dealt with
them, and benefited from their
differences.

The Guest Comes First.. A Par-
allel We See in the Kuwaiti and
Uzbek Homes Before Books

In Kuwait and the Gulf, one
does not need a history book
10 understand the meaning of
hospitality. The nmin coffee,
dates, food, inquiring about the
guest, and the host’s insistence
on honoring them are all details
a Kuwaiti and a Gulf Arab know
instinctively.

In Uzbekistan, I felt something
similar. Generosity through of-
fering tea, bread, shared f‘umly
mcals‘ and welcoming the guest
are not just tox customs but
are part of a deeply rooted social
culture in the Uzbek people.

Even the market has a simi-
lar presence. The ancient mar-
kets of Samarkand and Tashkent
were not merely places for buy-
E g, just as the old
Kuwaiti markets’ were not Just
\l\l!p\ they were places for meet-

acquain
new cultures into society.

The same applies to respect
for knowledge. If Samarkand
was associated with scholars of
astronomy, mathematics, medi-
e, and religious studies, Ku-
wait was known early on for its
kuttabs (Quranic schools), reli-
gious education, and scholarly
circles, before transitioning to
modern formal education. The
details may differ, but the value
of knowledge and the s of
learning appear familia both
experiences.

The Modern Story of Kuwait and
Uzbekistan

The most beautiful aspect of

the Kuwait-Uzbekistan story i
that it does not stop at the past.
On February 17th and 18th, 2025,
Uzbek President Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev visited Kuwait, opening a
new chapter in bilateral relations.
The two countries announced the
development of their ties to the
level of comprehensive partner-
ship, with the declared value of
the package of agreements and
economic projects agreed upon
reaching approximately $4.9 bil-
lion,

These covered multipl
including industry, a-
bor, sman cities, health, tour-
ism, culture and arts, in addition
to cooperation with the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Devel-
opment.

In the past, caravans and ships
were not necessarily a direct
route connecting Kuwait to Sa-
markand, but they were among
the most important tools for com-
mercial and cultural exchange in
both regions. Today, communica-
tion takes place through invest-
ment, aviation, technology, arti-
ficial i duc: and

Kuwait and other countries. Es-
tablished in 1961, the Fund was
not merely a financing ool but
one of the fa lhmuLh which
the State of Kuw.m became
known in the developing world.
The Fund financed development
projects in Uzbekistan, includ-
g a rural hous nfrastructure
project with a loan amounting
to 9 million Kuwaiti Dinars
prox. 30 million USD), and also
contributed to a project 1w equip
E alized medica
for urology. kidney di
alysis, and kidney lmnspl.mu-
tion.

Today, with the progress and
development vision of modern
Uzbekistan, 1 see talk: i
towards broader ar
infrastructure, log

ture, green energy,
dusiry, services, and investment.
This is the way through whicl

cal relations can be trans-

apment partnership projects.

From Civilizational Memory to a
Future of Cooperation

Perhaps what has stayed with
me most from the forum in Ty
kent is that talking abour
tion should not remain confined
to museums and books. The true
civilization is one that can move
from memory to the future. This
is why, now, when I think of
Samarka I do not see it as a
different, distant city in Central
rather, I see it as a city re-
sembling Kuwait in that both rec-
ognized early that openness to the
world can be a source uf strength,
not a threat to id

pearls, zoods, and news.

Today, certainly, airplanes, in-
vestments, universities, media,
and culture can carry something
greater: partnership between the
two peoples, Each has a deep his-
tory, and both peoples look to the
future. The goal is not to live in
the past, but to understand it well
so we do not build a future with-
out roots.

&

From Samarkand to Failaka,
and from the Silk Roads to the
Gulf routes, times and means
change, but humanity 1ins in
search of communication, learn-
ing, and trade, discovering the
other, then returning to its home
and land richer for what it has
learned from the world. Here,
there may not be one single an-
cient road between Kuwait and

development projects.

The Kuwait Fund for Develop-
ment represents one of the most
isible practical aspects of the
relationship between the State of

Sa d that we can
a map, but between the
very old idea civilization
begins when geography turms
from boundaries into bridges of
cooperation and partnership.

Participants during the forum at the Center of Islamic Civilization of
Uzbekistan.

Visitors attend the Baghdad International Book Fair in Baghdad, Iraq, Friday, Sept. 4, 2026. (AP)
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