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92% drop in cases ol assault,
insult of public employees

Stricter penalties drive sharp decline

I've forgotten
your address

By Taleb Alrefai

ple are bewitched by the new, and they

Pm\l\ toward it. Nol so long ago, pride in

beautiful handwriting, in the fountain pen
and its golden nib. meant a great deal 1o most
wrilers, intellectuals, academics and statesmen,
Young men once boasted of their andwril-
ing as they penned a letl a beloved. Bul be-
cause nothing in life is constant except change,
people abandoned the pen. and today there
university gracuates who have na relationship
whatsoever with pen or paper. When asked. the:
answer with condeseending confidence: *1 don
need o write by hand: 1 type on my computer
and on my phone scre

People are hewitched by the new, and they
rush toward it. This is precisely
when European nations rushed
ital education into their schools, reg 2
wrillen reading and writing with computers and
digital tablets, and how proudly those nations
boasted of i, of rolling oul digitization starting
from kindergarten!

Vet loday, many European countries, among
them Sweden, Finland, Norway, France, laly, and
Denmark, are tuming back toward printed books
and handwriting. aller confirming thal they had
been producing ignorant. generations, with no
real relationship (o reading or writing: produe-
ing voung people unable to write a single para-
graph about themselves. unable even to recall
their multiplication tables

This is what led experts Lo describe the phe-
nomenon as “brain rol”, given the decline in
concentration, thinking, analy nd reasoning
caused by excessive consumplion of shallow
||w|1.\| content, People are bewilched by the

ew, and they rush toward it Since carly vouth,
ing suldresses. When-
ever [ visited a friend’s home for the first time. 1
would instruct my mind Lo pay close atlention,
to track and memarize eves dmark along the
v. After that first visit, my mind would file the
Triend’s address away, retrieving it every time |
sel oul Lo see him again.

Iru ||\.‘lllr\\\"ll‘l| it just o
noment 1 gol into my car, 1 be,
Professor Goo, r il
lead me there, while | seale
ny ownmind 1o the very thought of the address.
And so today, 1 can no longer ind my friends®
pecially those | visitonly occasional-
i Professor Gog even
a ss. | have simply
Forgotten how Lo find my way Lo places through
their addresses.
People are hewilched by the new, and they
nul\ toward il. | know, as olhers hmw Ih.nl we
re pussessed by the impulse o i
\ml the nations of the W
whose education is considered advanced. \\hmu
students hoast high levels of intelligence, and
whaose teaching methods are held up as models,
have restored the pen, the notebook, handwrit-
ing anel wriling itsell to their rightful place. and
have all but banned mobile phones in schools.
This follows reporls confirming a decline
in students’ reading comprehension and pow-
ers of concentration due o excessive screen
use. Research has Turlher revealed thal the
unchecked expansion of tools did not
deliver on its rosy ill’“\"l\t‘\ of improved stu-
dent achievements instead, it fragmented alten-
nd weakened Tundamental skills. People
aptivated by the new and rush toward it
tum Lo the pen, the notehook. hand-
writing and reading. Keep vour children away
from their phones so they may learm how Lo fac
life itsellz [m whoever luses Che ability 1o rec
friend’s address today will lose the ability 1
recall their own home address omorrow.

gan relving on
nd the address and
shul the gates of

KUWAIT: \lml\lur of Juslice Nass-
a  lerior st

of hulﬂ
s while performing their du-
ties during the seeond year of imple-
menling a legislalive amendment that
||lumwll penaliics for such offenses.
- Al-Sumait said
the |mm|m af cases [ell 1o 93 between
Sept 15, 2025, Sept 14,2026, com-  cases
pmml will 1174 eases recorded durin
the year preceding the amendment,
from Sept 13, 2023, 1o Sept 14, 2024,

of the

the numby
percent d

Kuwail, Canada sign
defense and security
cooperation MoU

OTTAWA: T4
Al-Ahmad Al

eign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber
abah and his Canadian counterparl
Anila Anane signed Thursday a memorandum of un-
derstanding (Mol') on defense and security cooper-
ation between the ernment of Kuw: resent-
ed by the Ministry of Defense the Government

of Canada, represented by the Cana de
Commission. The Ministry of Foreign MTairs said in

that the Mol was signed at the con-

i press rel

Vietnam-Kuwait ties:
From friendship to
strategic partnership

By Duc Thang Nguyen
Vietnamese Amb: dor
Lo Kuwail,

AIT: In 2026,
iemam  and  Kuwail
the  501h

commemorale
Amiversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic re-
ations (1976-2026), Over
the past five decades, the
nship has been buill on friendship, solidarity
ndl politi gradually expanding from Ir.
lu-n‘.l fri wm\‘hlp into substantive conperation across
Is. The elevation of bilateral rela-
e Partnership during the landmark
wisit of the Vietmamese Prime Minister to Kuwail in
November 2023 has opened a new chapler, provid-
ing a stronger framework and fresh o
deeper and broader coaperation,

A friendship that has stood the Lest of 1

“The bonds between Vietnam and Kuwait have been
nurtured by the solid anel support of the Kuwaiti
people during Vietnam's struggle for national inde-
penslence and reunification. T the past, many Kuwai
Look Lo the streels Lo express their oppesition to the
Vietnam war. while Kuwaiti media loudly voiced sup-
iration of the will and resilience of the

tnamese people, On the other hand, Vienam fully

supported Kuwail's efforts o regain its sovercignly
following the Iragi in hese expressions of sol-
idlarity laid an important foundation For the enduring
friendship helween our two peoples

In January 1976, Kuwail became (he first coun-
try in the G u]fw"mrl Lo establish diplomat
tions with Vietnam. During Vielnam's pos
construction, Kuwail provided practical assistance
through the Kuwail Fund for Arab Economic Dev
pment (KEAED) Lo |n||vh.n|r.||l many transportalio

]

e explained that i

istics cover cases involving
NeCu-

all public employee:
personn

amendment’s implementa
Trom Sept 15, 2024, (o Sept 14, 2025,

vear, The number continued Lo fall
during the secomd year, reaching 93
n 81 percent decrease com-
pared with the first vear and a 92 per-
cent decline compared with the v
before the amendment ook effec

2024 w

15 introduc

ncluding
. During the first

e of respeeting secu
nel and protectir
performing their offi

The minister s;

cases fell Lo 493, a 58
line from the previous

ulling

clusion of Sheikh ].m.uh\movung with Anand during
his offi

The meeli
ing relations b
sides exy o
ing coordination al variow:
bilateral cooperation acro:
o siddes stressed that continued cooperation re-
flects the strength of their « \!mg\w.lw\i relations
and contributes Lo advancing their common in-
Lerests, the ministry said, lhs-\- also discussed the
latest regional and international developments and
exchanged views on issues of mutual concern, par-

arly developments in the region ,\n[lthpltm lic
efforts aimed al reducing tensions and prometi
securily and §

levels and expanding
s multiple fields. The

strey

menls. The €
ol Friday |h

ol in hur with the
dm.‘:.l\\c« of His Highness the Ami
Sheikh Meshal Al-Nhmad Al-Jaber
h, who stressed lhl

heir AI\glul_\- while

sodd pemILic s for mtuEluu..

l -A’\L.\!T of the
b

1o discuss defense cooperation belween
the two friendly countries and way
rthen and develop joint il
enaperalion in light of current dev
Stall said in a stale-
huraiaan and Man-

930 eeution, police officers, military per-
sonnel and National Guard members.
The legislation also prohibits viclims
from withdrawing complaints, reach-
ing reconciliation with aceused per-
sons or pardoning them in
Al-Sumait. commended the efTorts of
the N ¥ Interior amnd security
personnel, saving the results reflected
cooperation among stale inslilutions
in pramting respeel for public em-
plovees, preserving the prestige of
the state and \lmu"L]wnm" the rule
of law, — KUN

w.

I(uwait, France strengthen
defense cooperalion

the armed forces of Kuwail and France,
‘The meeting also addressed a number
ol issues of common interest and efforts.
aimed al strengthening regional securi-
ty and stability, the statement said, The
1o meeling Look place on the sidelines of
Al-Shuraiaan’s official visit o Fance
re he earlier participated in the Aga-
ba Process meeting altended by heads of
state, chiefs of stall. mililary experts and

Mandon,

Inrecent vears, in the face of common challenge:
the region and around the world, Vietnam and Kuws
have regularly exchanged views and coordinated their
ions in support of ane another al various interna-
tiomal Farums, This cooperation has been prioritized on
issues such as maintaining an environment of peace.
bility and development: participating in the United
ations Human R\,th(Iﬂun respecting the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS
1982): promoling 2 lwo-S
timian_ proples strengther

and ey
countries and regions

e solution fur lln:

: relations entering
a m n. dynamic phase

hecome a
tions between Vieln: nd Kuwail. In so
is Vietnam's fargest investor from the Middle I

cusing into the Nghi Son Refinery
(nmplu in ‘Thanh Hoa Province. The project is more
than a major investment. 1L is an abvious example of
the complementarily belween the Iwo economies
and the shared interests thal underpin our pariner-
ship. Kuw: also Vietnam’s largest trading partner
in the Midd st and Al
Bilateral trade reached from 7 to $7.5 billion in the
past 3 years, roflecting the growing seale and depth
of commercial ties. Vietnam imports mainly crude oil,
petrochemical products and industrial inpuls from Ku-
wail, while Vielnamese electronics, mobile phones, ag-
riculiural and aguatic products, textiles and gaments,
wanlen producls and consumer goods are becoming
increasingly visible in the Kuwaili market, Vi
anel Kuwail are bath secing new apportunities as they
form their growth

Its grew by 802§

been tar wlui 1o double-diy ate by 1 wern-
ment in the vears ahead. Its Lotal trade has I‘ll\lwl
among the world's top 15 and npuml Lo surpass
$1O00 bil eig s are gquile
oplimistic \m.nel\‘ $41 billion z-f
FDIin the fi
percent year-on-ye

. AL the same Line, Kuwait is
anl diversifi

igation, and socio-c I |m>|ul\
ities. Thr HIJ“"‘NIIII the COVID-=19 pa

so timely granted 600,000 doses of
vac tn;»\ 1o Viewnam, Such valued support has further
our lwo friendly countrics

Kuwail showcases
culture at Canberra
University event

CANBERRA: Kuwait's Ambras
Al-Wazzan affirmed lhc
nnual Cultural
dbores. reflocts 3 cowmionort Lo promoting ili
cullure, hm.'lahp.'lmm.l\n-u-un\ rich heritage and di-
versily, s ng u\lmril exchange !u-lnu.-m
nations. Speaking to KUNA S saie
the event aims Lo introduce \mlm\ 1o the ul\lul\- r.r
parlicipating countries and strengthen cullural Lies
ulnungpl-upk of different natior

He praised the participatio
the university, noting that the Kuwaiti pavilion leatureed

ador 1o ) hustralia Malek

Imu Lo var-
pavilion

peets of Kuwail's cultural
alsu displaved phatographs showcasin
arks and its distinclive combination of traditional her-
itage and modern urban development, he said, Al-Y
wan said the display Teatured cultural centers, modern
commercial districts and traditional n
the diverse dimensions of Kuwaili identity
tional and conlempora
He noted that the Kuwaiti |u.u flion attracted a large
number of visitors and provided an interactive platform
that encouraged cullural exchange amony participar
from different nationalilies, Visitors expressed their ap-
preciation for Kuswaiti cullure and its diversity, as well as
the positive role played by Kuwaiti students in promot-
communication and understanding between peoples,
added. A number of Kuwaiti students volunteered Lo
aersee the paviion, including Yousel Al-Anzi, Bandar
Al Al-Habini and Hind Al-Balushi, who wore
atire during the evenl. — KUNA

economic develop
under lhe Kuw 203

wail is \l adily strengthening its resilience, consol-
idating ils economic foundations and play

v of enhancing
coordination and evoperation hetween

f countries and interma-
tioaal organizations. — KUNA

creasingly aclive role

MF. Kuwait's real GDIY
percent in 2026, while the
Lo expand by 3.0 percent, This reflects the gro
importance of economic diversification as a driver of
growth and creates further seope for internatior
tion as well as for & more intensive partner-
p between K

the Gulf. Aecording to the
vjected Lo grow by 3.8
n=oil seclor is |.\pt.Llu|

A new chapler of the strategic
The clevation of bilate s Lo a
gic Partnership in 2025 has established a fay

a for expanding and i Coopor-
ation. The two sides have sel an ambitious
increasing bilateral trade to $1 billion by 2030,

while broadening en menl ininvestment, eners
av, o | and gas, pelrochemicals, emerging Lochn
artificial intelligence. translormation,
. defense and security, and responses Lo
m-\\ challenge

could ook into investment op-
||u:um|lw to expand its presence in Vietnam, partic-
ularly in infrastructure, encrgy. finance, logistics and
s part, can further develop
wail. inchuding agricultural and aquatic
products, Halal food, electronics and industrial goods,
Fooel security stands oul as an area with clear poten-
. combining Kuwait's need to diversify sources of
supply with Vietnam's strengths in agricultural pro-
duction and food processing. Furthermore, the digital
eeonomy. education, lourism, cullural exchange and
human resource development offer addition

for closer cooperation.

Vietnam deeply values the Triendship
support extended by generations of Kuw,
and people. The 50ih anniversary marks a milestone
for the two countries lo reflect ona proud journey and
look forward Lo a brighter future. The foundation Laid
over the past ity vears and the political trust of the
leaders of both countries pro oliad basis for tak:
ing the Strategic artnership forward in a more sub-
stantive. dynamic and effective manner,

In the coming vears, the lwo counlries can bel-
ter leverage their complementary strengths, up.-ml
the flow of trade, II“'l‘\ll!lL

ne
and enhance the con-
cliv sia and the Gull region,
Through these elforts, the Vietnam=-Kuwait relations
nurtured over the past hall century will continue Lo
be transcended into new cooperative achievements
Langible benefits W the people of bath coun-
ng a positive contribution Lo regional
 andl prosperily.

Hmﬂ's Ambassador to Almrdlla. Malek Al-Wazzan visits Kuwaiti corner during the Cultural Day event at the
University of Canberra, —
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50 years of Vietham-Kuwait ties: traditional amity
to strategic alliance for sustainable development

By H.E. Dr. Nguyen Duc Thang
Ambassador of Vietnam to the State of
Kuwait

n 2026, Vietnam and Kuwait com-

memaorate the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations
{1976-2026). Over the past five de-
cades, the relationship has been built on
friendship, solidarity and political trust,
gradually cxpaudlng from traditional
friendship into substantive cooperation
across a wide range of fields. The eleva-
tion of bilateral relalium 0 a Strategic
Partnership during the landmark visit
of the Viemamese P[lm\, Minister to
Kuwait in November 2025 has opencd
a new chapter, providing a stronger
framework and fresh momentum for
deeper and broader cooperation.

A friendship that has stood the test
of time

The bonds between Viemam and Ku-
wait have been nurtured by the solidar-
ity and support of the Kuwaiti people
during Vietham’s struggle for national
mdepcnd.encc and reunification. In the
past, many Kuwaitis took to the streets
10 express their opposition to the Viet-
nam war, while Kuwaiti media loudly
voiced support for and admiration of
the will and resilience of the Vietnam-
ese peaple. On the other hand, Vietnam
fully supported Kuwait's efforts to re-
gain overcignty following the Iraqi
invasion. These expressions of solidar-
ity laid an important foundation for the
enduring friendship between our two

oples

In January 1976, Kuwait became the
first country in the Gulf region to estab-
lish diplomatic relations with Vietnam.
During Vietnam's post-war reconstruc-
tion, Kuwait provided practical assis-

1 Fund for Arab

tance through the Kuw:
Economic Development (KFAED) 10
implement many transportation, irmga-
tion, and socio-economic development
projects in several localities. Through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic, Kuwait
also timely granted 600,000 doses of
es to Vietnam. Such valued sup-
port has further strengthened our two
friendly countries.

In recent years, in the face of com-
mon challenges in the region and
around the world, Vietnam and Ku-
wait have regularly exchanged views
and coordinated their positions in
support of one another at various in-
ternational forums. This cooperation
has been prioritized on issues such as
maintaining an environment of peace,
stability and development. partici-
pating in the United Nations Human
Rights Council; respecting the United
Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS 1982); promating
a two-State solution for the Palestin-
ian people: strengthening the GCC-
ASEAN cooperation; and expanding
cultural exchanges among countries
and regions,

Economic relations entering a more
dynamic phase

Economic ties have become a key
pillar of relations between Vietnam
and Kuwait. In so far, Kuwait is Viet-
nam'’s largest investor from the Middle
East with total investment of more than
US$3.5 billion, focusing into the Nghi
Son Refinery and Petrochemical Com-
plex in Thanh Hoa Province. The proj-
ect is more than a major investment. It is
an obvious example of the complemen-
tarity between the two economies and
the shared interests that underpin our

Dr. Nguyen Duc Thang

partnership.

Kuwait is also Vietnam's largest
trading partner in the Middle East and
Africa. Bilateral trade reached from T
to 7.5 hillion USD in the past 3 years,
reflecting the growing scale and deptl
of commcmﬂl tigs. Vlemam imports
mainly crude oil, petrochemical prod-
uc d industrial inputs from Kuwait,
while Vietnamese electronics, mobile
phones, agricultural and aquatic prod-
ucts, textiles and garments, wooden
products and consumer goods are be-
ng increasingly visible in the Ku-

Vietnam and Kuwait are both secing
new opportunities as they transform
their growth models and deepen interna-
tional integration. Vietnam
strong growth while largely inv

tal trade has ranked among the world’s
top 15 and expected 1o surpass 1,000
billion USD in 2026. Foreign investors
are quite optimistic (o register approxi-
mately US541 billion of FDI in the first
8 months of 2026, up more than 55%
year-on-year. Al the same time, Kuwait
is advancing economic develapment
and diversification under the Kuwait Vi-
sion 2035,

Amid significant changes across the
region, Kuwait is steadily strengthening
its resilience, consolidating its econon
ic foundations and playing an increas-
ingly active role in the Gulf. According
to the IMF, Kuwait's real GDP is pro-
jected to grow by 38% in 2026, while
the non-oil sector is expected to expand
by 3.0%. This reflects the growing im-
portance of economic diversification as
a driver of growth and creates further
scope for international cooperation as
well as for a more intensive partnership
between Kuwait and Vietnam.

A new chapter of the strategic part-
nership

The elevation of bilateral relations
to a Strategic Partnership in 2025 has
established a favorable framework for
expanding and diversifying coopera-
tion. The two sides have set an ambi-
tious goal of mummn;, h:]mm:L trade
to USS12-15 billion by 2030, w
broadening engagement in inves
ment, energy, oil and gas, petroches
cals, emerging technologies, artificial
intelligence, digital transformation,
ity, defense and secnmy.

infrastructure, science and .
innovation and digital transformation.
Its GDP grew by 8.02 20~5 and has

Government in the years ahead. Its to-

and to | chal-
lenges,

Notably, Kuwait could look into in-
vestment Opport expand its
presence in Viemam, particularly in

infrastructure, energy, finance, logistics
and technology. Vietnam, for its part,
can further develop exports to Kuwait,
cluding agricultural and aquatic prod-
ucts, Halal food, electronics and indus-
trial goods. Food sccurity stands out as
an arca with clear potential, combining
Kuwait's need to diversify sources of
supply with Vietnam's strengths in ag-
ricultiral production and food process-
ing. Furthermore, the digital cconomy,
education, tourism, cultural exchange
and human resource development offer
additional avenues for closer coopera-
tion.

Viemam deeply values the friend-
ship and practical support extended
by generations of Kuwaiti leaders and
people. The 50th anniversary marks a
milestone for the two countries to re-
flect on a proud journey and look for-
ward to a brighter future. The foun-
dation laid over the past fifty years
and the political trust of the leaders
of both countries provide a solid basis
for taking the Strategic Partnership
forward in a more substantive, dy-
namic and effective manner.

In the coming years, the two countries
can better leverage their complementary
strengths, expand the flow of trade. in-
vestment, energy, technology and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges, and enhance
the connectivity between  Southeast
Asia and the Gulf region. Through these
efforts, the Vietnam-Kuwait rcla('mns
nurtured over the past half century will
continue to be transcended into new
cooperative  achievements, bringing
tangible benefits to the people of both
countries and making a positive contri-
bution to regional peace, stability and
prosperity.
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Mol to ‘hoost’
defense honds

Kuwait, Canada discuss Gulf

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 19,
(KUNA): Kuwaiti Minister of
Foreign Affairs
Sheikh  Jarrah
Jaber  Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah
and his Canadi-
an _counterpart
Anita  Anand
signed a MoU
on cooperation
between the
Kuwaiti Minis-
try of Defense and the Cana-
dian Commercial Corporation

Sheikh Jarrah

(CCC) in the field of defense
and secllrlty

‘The signing of the document came at
the end of the meeting between the two
ministers as part of Sheikh Jarmah'’s visit
to Ouawa on Thursday, ac
statement from the Kuwai
Foreign Affairs,

During the meeling. both sides re-
viewed the progress of the friendly rela-
il 11 areas, and they agreed to open
new horizons for the muwally beneficial
cooperation.

Both sides also exchanged views
several regional issues, notably the si
tion int Gulf region and efforts aiming to
deescalate the tensions and promote secu-
rity and stability, the statement added.

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 19, (KUNA): The Ku-
waiti Dive Team launched Samrday an en-
vironmental campaign to clean Kuwait Bay,
coinciding with World Cleanup Day.

Team Chairman and Foundation Chair-
man Waleed Al-Fadhel told KUNA that the
global event, observed Sunday, brings mil-
lions of volunteers together o protect coasts
and beaches from plasm. and waste threat-

ne life and humans.
:stablishment in 1986, the team
has prioritized marine environmental pro-
tection and maritime safety, recovering
hundreds of sunken boats and ships and se-
moving hundreds of tons of waste and aban-
doned fishing nets

Al-Fadhel said the team works with
relevant  government bodies o clean
Kuwait's shores and remove waste from
Kuwait Bay, including Ashairij and Su-
lnibikhat, as well as the Jahra Nature
Reserve in cooperation with the Environ-
ment Public Authority.

He noted that these sites are important
‘habitats and stopovers for migratory birds
and resident species, supporting global eco-

The Kuwaiti Dive Team volunteers remove waste and fishing nets dumped around
the Jahra Nature Reserve.

Kuwait Dive Team launch drive
to get Kuwait Bay rid of waste

logical balance and biodiversity.

Kuwait Bay is also a historical and envi-
ronmental resource and a key source for the
country's desalination and power-genera-
tion fucilitics, supporting infrastructure and
development activities,

 and surrounding arcas host major

ports and commercial walerways, serving
.n vital mammw: links for impons, exports,
bai logistis connecting Ku-

Al hdlld said Kuwait Bay is clo
fied as the world's second-largest fish and
shrimp nursery, making it a natural reservoir
of marine resources and an important source
for the local fishing sector and food security.

He added that morthem arcas such as Al-
Subiyah offer promising opportunitics for
sustainable development and ecotourism,
leveraging their unique geological and his-
torical features

Al-Fadhel stressed that the team secks a
Kuwait sea free of waste, while promoting
volunteerism and uming environmental
responsibility into sustainable community
behavior.
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