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Sunday, September 27, 2026

Kuwait calls for diplomacy, respect
for sovereignty, territorial integrity

Crown Prince delivers Kuwail’s address to UN General Assembly

Athens embraced
my Arabic, not me

By Taleb Alrefai

Je with those he fove
resides. | did not know, selting 4
s truth — the word outlives the man who
wrote il-would relum to me al joumney’s end,

wearing a different face.
To be in Athens is Lo stand inside the b

thought,
ving eily that hinds
e, This is whal made me
cek poct
I

gy i
wse belore the invitation of the (
er Konstantinos I(wl».iLm

V\L\unnuu.. smile on his face: *1 had 1o be here
Vou are my guest, the guest of €
e guest of Greece, the liest Arab writ-
er from the Gulf whose novel has been trans-

T move
thought and v
the ||u|\[|\|\m took me and my wile Lo his fam-
home, and how deeply this warmth touched
nt 1 met his parents,
s though we stoad among a family of

nove Lhrough
1

1 felt

is the language the heart speaks: o enter a
home and feel it belongs Lo vou. all the mo
s with the translator Roni Bou Saba present,
and given the Fathers broad humanitarian cx
perience. one could not help but feel like a son
of his Tumnl\nlcl Ia Lhe Athens Book
n hour s:m'l\

. cicadas weaving a natu
music beneath the scene.

Small booths Tor each publisher. baoks
spread across
1 found the lecture space p

spared. but glanc-
a handful had ar-
ived, and most chairs s v. | whispered
he audience for culture is thin ever
where, But w(m came the warm welcome of Dr
Yorgos Kentrotis, poet, novelist and translator,
one of the mml disting 4 i
who had prepared a

The publisher introduced me,
Yorgos' remarks, Roni spoke of her journcy
translating the novel, At last my lum came, |
locked al the seats. They were filled. More
stood than sat. 1 grected the audience in E
glish, telling them that whatever grace had
brought me among them, [ owed o Arabic, and
so | 'spake on in Arabic. 1 touched on my life
with writing. on the novel’s world. and said this
: has severed many bridges belween peaple,
L the table of ¢ ¥ remains abundant, still
ble Lo gather loved ones around (L My words
in Arabic mel an appreciation | had nol expect-
ed: | was lold the language carries its own mu-
sie in ils cadences and pauses,

The lecture passed swiltly, followed by the
sigming of my book, then a dinner in my honor
and the novel’s. | returned to the hotel dizzicd
by the \\.mnlh that had enveloped me, and |
Athens diel not celebrale me
so much as it celebrated the Arabic language
that had carried me 1o it: for the wriler grows
ol hut the wored remains fore
e young, crossing scas on his behall, shaki
hands with readers he himsell will never meet.

Representative of HH the Amir meets the Presi

Comoros.

Representative of His Highness the Amir receives the GED of Scale Al.

NEWYOR epresenting His Hi
the Amir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Ha
mad Al-Sabah called for greater inter-
national conperation, 1 for stale
unl\- and :L.uu[ul settlement of

s address Lo the 8Ist ses-
sion of t]m United Nations ¢
sembly, Il\v Crown I’\Im\- saidl
the G neil (GEC]
states and Jordan had been subjected
since lebruary o what he described
as “sinful Iranian aggression” involving
ballistic and crui mi iles and \Irmwa.

neral A
Kuwait,

£

e said ll|v allacks conslituled. in
K s view, violalions o intern,
nal law. intermal
aw and the Charter.
and vital facil
International
1 water facilities a
The attacks resulted in
ries and caused signifi aterial and
ceonomic damage, he said, adding that
the abstruction of maritime nay i"amn
il closure of the i
p alfected regional and l.LoInI trage
and oil markets.

Kuwail expressed appreciation o
countries that stood by il and support-
ed UN Security Council Resolution 2817
amd other relevant international re
tions. The Crown Prince said these re:
lutions condemned the aggression, called
Torits ¢ i Les” inh
right 1o sell-defense under Article 51 of
the UN Cha dressed freedom
of mavigation, Kuws
support for diplomatic efforts aimed at
de-escalation and a peaceful resoluti
to the conllict, commending mediation
cfforts by Qatar and Pakista

The Crown Prince stressed the need
for sustainable regional understandings
based on good-neighborliness, respect
Tor sovercignly, non-interforence in in-
ternal affairs and refraining from the use
or threat of force. He also called for
end Lo support for proxics and m
and for regional securily concemns
be addressed. Kuwail Turther stressed
the importance of ensuring freedom
and safety of mavigation through the
Straits of Hormuz Bab Al-Mandab
in accordance with international law

nal humanitarian
nel Lu-gn-u-xl

it
d ml installations.
deaths and in

=

Kuwait calls for
fairer global
financial system

NEW YORK: Forei
Al-Ahmad Al-

of the 501h .mnu.ll mmmml meeling of the Group of
Tt ate and secu-
nd conflict zomes and

77 (G77),
rity challenges 1Im extend
threaten sustainalike development. )
meeling at the Uniled Nations headgua
on the sidelines of the high-| !cwl wedl
\ullhuL\' General Assembly, Shei
' quire concerted i

ularfy as the d dlmunn- chieving the 2030
S proaches,

aking
rters i
of th

g Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber

rah said the

nd the 1982 UN Convention on the
aw of the Sea.

Kuwait-Iraq rel
\nldmwug Kuwail’s forcign poli-

» the Crown Prince said the country

is --uulul by the principles of the U3
“harer, particulardy  good-neighbuorly
relations, respect for slale sovereign-
1y and non-interference in intemal al-
bed Iraq as o neighbor-

d partner in security and
aving Kuwail has ||\|--| ted

n

v, political and economic tl\.nl\mp».
Kuwait welcomed steps by Iragi Prime
Minister Ali Al-Zaidi Lo place weapons
exclusively in the hands of the stats
refations wilh

d - Kuwail
ng con-
rlnlrnu‘ building measures and resolv-
outstanding issues, loremost among
them completing the demarcation of
the maritime b bevond Mark-
or 162 in ac nternational
law and the 1982 UN Convention on the
Law of the

He also st
plementing b

nce

including the agreement
o avigation in Khor Nhdullab
.nml Llw ’mx Security Exchange Pro-
Locol. Kuwait called on Iraq o coop
erate with the UN Secretary-General
High-Level Representalive, pursuant Lo
Securily Council Resolution 2792, Lo de-
Lermine the fate of Kuwaili prisoners and
missing persons, Uhird-country nationals
ml K property, inchuding the na-

Liomal archiv

Suppaort for Palestine

On Palestine, Kuwalt renewed its con-
demnation of violations inst the
estinian people, including displacement
arvests and settlement vcp:mwvn. The
Crown Prince called for the full |m|n|u-

mentation of the comprehe ©
plan and subsequent phases ml--pml
under UN Sccurity Council Resolution

2803, including the complete withdrawal
of Isracli forces from Gaga, uninterrupt-
cd humanitarian aid and the retum
the Palestinian Authority to the Strip. He
stressed thal Gaza is an integral "
the occupied Palestinian Lerrilories.

1 the G77
in New York
he Slst ses-

n, partic-
\wm\:\ for

o
Alldu|llll.ul!l4_‘ naner

Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah participates in the G77 meeting at the Unit-
ed Nations headquarters in New York. — KUNA

ing the importance of respee
s and development priorilies in

Representative of His Highness the Amir holds talks with the Secretary
(General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) Mark Rutte.

His Highness the Crown Prince receives United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees Barham Saleh.

measures by
el other

Kuwail's position that lasting peace re-
quires an end to the lsracli oceupation of
Arals territories and the establishment o
an independent Palestinian state on
June 4. 1967, with

Regional o
Regarding Yemen, Kuwail rencwed
its support for UN-led efforts 1o reach a
comprehensive and sustainable political
seltlement led by Yemenis and based on
the agreed references and relevant U
Security Council resolulions, particular-
Iy Resolution 2216, Kuwail stressed tha
any settlement should preserve Yemen'’s
unily, sovereignty, independence and

territorial integrity, while safeguard-
ingr marilime navigation in the Red Sea
amd Bab Al-Mandab Strail. I also con-

demned allacks by
inst Saudi Aabi

the Houthi group
. stressing that the

ais an integral
ccurity of Kuwail and the

st
part of the
o l slales,

ria, Kuw

and political dialogue in accordance with
relevant UN resolutions and internation-
al law, while safeguarding Uhe unity, sov-
ereignty and lerrile Legrily of the
three countries.

numl..,.mmr and humanitarian

“The Crown Prince s
eigm policy n, by
ance, e mmmncul to the UN l'h'ulLl‘
and international law, suppart for mul
lateral .n.u-m and the peacelul settlement
of disputes. He highlighted the comple-

v relationship belween seeurily
evelopment,  saving \u\mumhlv
clopment and securi

Fund .\uh I.wnunu\ Development
(KFAED). which since 1961 has contrib:
uted Lo financing development proje
he nalion I

ursuing Kuw
2035 through acceler: ated xim-h
projects, economie diversification, dig
mpaerment
e develop-
aihened governance and

Lransparency,

*Just peace is the path to
Reflecting on Kuwait's ox|\¢rium‘
of |

‘m\I for the cou
and erriorial

Leg)

Kuwail also welcomed
steps o Bl sanctions on Syria and re-
move il from the list of stale ‘.pmwnw .
terrorism, while condems
Lacks amd incursions |nInMn.ml(,n\lm\'

as viokations of the 1974 Disengagement
of Forces Agreement.

Regarding Lebanon, Kuwait reaf-
firmed its support for state institutions

andl stressed the need for the Lebanese
state k ise full authority over its
territory, with weapons confined exely

10 the state. Kuwait also stressed
the importance of maintaining an inde
pendent intemnational presence along
th Blue Li i Lo ensurc implementation
ouncil Resolution 1701
.nml « I.|c|[ for the withdrawal of Israeli
forces from oceupied Lebanese terrilo-
ries, Regarding Sudan, Somali
va., Kuwait called for peaceful solutions

all.

s ag:

ke

and

mel rejee
&lm\\ml Lh
rity

ing countries” differing na-
1 fair

3 |1:| B

4 Sheikh - Jarrah

¥
ed llw m\:l {6 contime i
( ity which seeks Lo est
uilable and inclusive international

fimam
takes into acoount the needs and priorilies of developing

countries. The commitment also aims Lo imp
1o development and elimate fimnce, support
transfer and hridge the digital o

stablish a more cuj-

de, e said. emphasiz-

the regions

mndum:ul allacks on K

system that

FUVe avcess
technoby

hc- said Largeted vital civilian infrastructure and facilities
lated Kuwail’s sovervignly, Lerritorial inlegrily
m:i the principles of the UN Charter. He stressed that
has not been a panty to any conflict and does
mJl permil the use of its lemilory, aisspace o Lerriloris

since Feb 28, 2026, which

al waters 1o Taunch hostile acts against any country.
i ter called for a c it

al cessation of the attacks and wrged full respect for the
sovereignly of regional stabes ullmplum:,nl ation of UN
Security Council Resolution 2817 of 2026,

The resolution calls for an immediate cessation of
insl countries in the region and r
respect for so ereignly a
ki Jarrah reiteraled Kuwait’s support for diplo
malic efforts aimed

imy
HCES, mulmlmg issues re .nlml o Iran's muk-n‘
h

b cl-Mandch, cmpl
antee sale and fre

= hrougly inl
the 1982 United
Sea He concluded by reaflioming Kuwail's commit.
menl Lo strengl : of the al
South mm{:\ol«ndmy the right of ils pmp\o». Lo ddevel-
opment, security and prosperily,

wars, the Crown Pring
had learned that p
the cost of conflict
national community musl remain com-
milled o justice, the UN Ch.lrl\.‘r and
international law. He s:
perience had strengthenced its convictio
that peace should be guided by wisde
while dialogue, justice. the rule of |
and international legitimacy remain es-
sential 1o protecting rights and securi
“Kuwail’s message, which il has e
braced in word and decd and will con-
tinue to uphold, is: “Just peace is the path
Lo stability, while respecting the sov
cignty of states, saleguarding the right
of peoples. and resort
law in resolving disputes are indispens-
able pillars for the security and s
of stales,” he said, Kuwait. he added. will
continue to promote |ugm- modera-
Lion, coupe d international §
nerships while supporting justice and
efforls Lo strengthen international peace
and security. — KUNA

nmd\ bear
il the inter-

nd uncone

plete

alfirms.
and freedom of naviga

strengthening regional security

ability, calling for sustainable regional undler-
standings based on
\th sove rignl,

wod-neighborliness, respeet for
non-interference in internal affairs
the use or threat of \mlu He Jl\

ce of addressi

and drones

siting ¥\l Hddd 1o
ation and the right of |n1»-
Lemational strails in accordance with
ions Convention on the Law of the

ng the unified v
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KUWAIT CITY, Sept 26, (KUNA): The Ku-
waili oil price fell by USD 4.78 1o hit USD
108,69 per barrel (pb) in Friday's trading,
compared with USD 11347 the day before.
said the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation

Qil price down $4.78 to $108.69 pb

(KPC) on Saturday.

In global markets, Brent crude went down
by USD
US West Texas Intermediate crude dropped
by USD 2.20 1o USD 92.41 per barrel.

2.28 to reach USD 104.32 pb, and
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Alshamlan: Resilience, innovation, & sustainable growth are essential for Kuwait’s financial future

KFH participates in Global Finance Roundtable hosted by the Central Bank of Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 26: KFH Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Khaled Yousef Alshamlan, emphasized
that building i
ing n:spon

us |
pnmm Kuwait's long-lerm economic growth and fi-
mancial stability.

Alshamlan made these remarks during his partici-

m in the Global
Rnnndhbh. hosted by
(CBK) in partnership
brought together >
discuss developments in Kuwait's banking sector, eco-
nomic outlook, and growth opportunities.

The roundtable was held under the gracious par-
ticipation of H.E. Basel Al-Haroon, Governor of the
Central Bank of Kuwait, and provided a platform for
constructive dialogue on the resilience of it"
banki tor, econom
tainable growth, and the future of financial services
amid evolving re ioml and global developments.

Building resilien

During [m. mundhlhIL ATalnmIm cmpln.uuul that
recent l the
importance of building resilience bcfo:c
noting that strong Ldpllnl positions, ligui
and asset qunhlg remain fundamental pillars of bank-
ing stabil

"He said “With the prudent oversight of the Kuwal
Banking sector by the regulator we have strong bal-
wets, liguidity dis ne, goad governanes, and
he CBK's latest soundness figures show that the
banking sector maintains a Capital Adequacy Ratio
(CAR) of 18.5% and a gross non-performing financing
ratio of 1.6% reflecting the resilience and soundness of
local banks.”

Alshamlan explained that resilience today extends
beyond traditional financial metrics to include diversi-
fied funding sources, cybersecurity readiness, supply-
s, seenario planning, and the ability to
ng customers during periods of disrup-

ance Banking & Economic
the Central Bank of Kuwait
Global

is embedded in our business
continuity planning and digital infrastructure strategy,
ensuring the uninterrupted availability of eritical bank-

Khaled Alshamlan with H.E. Basel Al-Haroon, Governor of the Central Bank of Kuwait, and banking leaders.

ital services even under stressed market
he said, adding that KFH’s geographic di-
Vel tion across regional markets further supports
m-;mm;\h]c growth and operati | flexibility.
Priorities of Kuwait’s hanking sector
Addressing the future priorities of Kuwai
sector, Alshamlan noted that w
ress has been achieved in di

banking
1 prog-
gital transformation and

artificial intelligence. the next phase of development
will depend on how effectively banks leverage capital,
technology, and talent to support economic growth.

He highlighted the importance of the Mortgage Law

s lrall\[u[m.luw

stimulating economic activity.

Alshamlan pointed out thal according to the latest
figures from the Public Authority for Housing Welfare,
more than 108,000 Kuwaiti families currently have
pending housing applications. He noted that the Mort-

gaj ﬂp('clcd 1o provide effective financing
solutions that can accelerate housi '3 P and

He noted that the law could boost banking sector
credit growth from 6-7% currently 1o 8-9%, while cre-
g new growth opportuni

Capital market development
Commenting  on capll.ll market  development,
Alshamlan said Kuwait’s Financing and Liguidity
lished a framework that allows govern-
ment financing locally and internationally within a KD
30 billion debt ceiling and repayment periods of up to
years.

l-?u pointed out that the law is important not only be-
cause it enables government funding, but also because
it lays the foundation for a deeper and more f
cap I mnrlml and allows the government to use their

ently.
He c\pl:uncd lhat sovereign bonds and Sukuk play
a vital role in strengthening hqmdny management and
financial stability while helping establish a domestic
sovercign yield curve, giving banks and corporates a

reduce waiting times.

local for pricing and isswing debt rather
than relying on international markets.

Alshamlan also highlighted the strong demand-
seen in June of 2026 with the CBK KD 550 million
issuance of treasury bonds and public debt tawarrug,
where all tranches were oversubscribed, indicating
this is a proof of investor confidence and the poten-
tial for further market development. He indicated that
the govemnment sukuk framework will further expand
Kuwait's Islamic capital markets and attract a broader

it antificial pldymg an in-
nportant role in I\N|l}’ and the future of
2. Technology Innovation is moving fast, but
the challenge is how to use it safely.For banks, main-
taining and by mportant. Success of Al
it creates for the customer
ion making.

On susta bllm Alshamlan said ESG consider-
ations have evolved from a reporting requirement into
a core stralegic component of governance,
agement, financing policies, and disclosures across the
banking industry.

He noted that sustainabilit increasingly driven
by the objectives of Kuwait Vision 2035, as well as
evolving expectations from regulators, investors, and
rating agencies.

‘or KFH., Islamic finance and banking standards
are in harmony with sustainability principles by cre-
ating long term value for society.ESG is part of our
Strategy, and we screen financ ‘or environmental
and sacial risk.This is supported by Board aversight
and dedicated sustainability functions. We also pub-
lish our Carbon Footprint every year along with our
Sustainability Report.The CBK's Sustainable Fi-
nance guidelines since 2022 have also pushed the
sectar toward stronger reporting. board-approved
ESG policies,” he said.
vilding a future-ready banking sector requires a
nmmd appmm.l: 1hal combines financial strength,
. sound governance, and sus-
tainable growth. These pillars will continue to support
t's long-term economic development and pros-
Alshamlan concluded.

Other Voices

By Kamel Al-Harami
Independent Oil Analyst
T\vnmpcmngs are vital tothe

global transit and transpor-
tation of oil. One is the Strait
of Hormuz in the Arabian Gulf,
while the other is Bab El-Man-

Two vital oil choke-
points under threat

acity in .mmunlmn of any
clasure of the Gulf or the Red
Sea and secking to remain safe
during the crisis.
Ti

here are now talks about
reaching $120 a bar-

First FM meeting since 1999 boosts trade, tourism ties

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 26: Kuwait
Foreign Minister Sheikh Jarrah Ja-
ber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah met with
El Salvador’s Foreign Minister
Alexandra Hill Tinoco on Friday,
September 25, it the head-
quarters of Kuwait’s Permanent
Mission to the United Nations in
New York, on the sidelines of the
high-level week of the 81st session
of the UN General Assembly.

The meeting reviewed ilateral
relations between Kuwait and El
Salvador and ways 1o strengthen

Kuwait, El Salvador open a new chapter in bilateral ties

ween El Salvador and the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Devel-
opment (KFAED). The agreement
provides a found. or a longer-
term development p.mncn]\ip be-
tween the two countries and adds
an economic dimension 0 U
growing diplomatic engagement.

The two countrics have identi-
fied several areas with potential
for expanded cooperation, includ-
g food security, tourism, coffee
and agricultural products, renew-
able energy, education, trade and

investment,

deb in the
Red Sea.
Together,
they  ac-
count  for
approxi-
mately 15
million
barrels  of
oil per day
- 10 mil-
lion  bar-
rels through
the Gulf and § million barrels
through the Red Sea.

Both maritime openings face
threats almost daily. creating
uncertainty in ol markets and
contributing 10 higl bal
oil prices. As a result, oil prices
are being traded at nearly $100
a barrel, with no end to the un-
certainty in sight in the com-
ing days. Both are increasingly
vulnerable to uptions that
could affect oil supplies mov-
ing 1o both the East and the
West, with the risks potentially
persisting for an extended pe-
riod.

Kamel Al-Harami

his appears to be an
optimistic scenario, cenainly
no ome wans lo see prices
reach that level. Such a situa-
tion could arise in the event of
a major or complete closure of
the Gulf, even with stategic

strategic
the Red Se:
“East-West”™ pipeline
rent capacity is estimated at no
more than 4 million barrels per
day, while other sources put
the figure at around 2.7 mi

arrels per day. The
has the potential to rea

lion barrels per day, but not at
present. It has been designed to
accommodate 7 million barrels
per day in the coming years.
There is also growing con-
sideration of building up and
storing uil‘ outside the produc-

and develop cooperation across
various fields. The two ministers
ssed the latest
mternational  developments.
Duri ﬂihc meeting, the two minis-
ters a
the Go\crnrm.m of Kewait and
the Government of EI Salvador on
visa exemptions for holders of dip-
lomatic, special and official pass-

s,

The ministerial meeting provides
fresh momentum 1o more than two
decades of diplomatic relations
en Kuwait and El Salvador,
with the two countries idel 2
new opportunities for cooperation
in trade, investment. tourism, food
security, renewable energy and
development. The meeting was
the first official bilateral meeting
between the foreign ministers of
Kuwait and El Salvador since the
two countries established diplo-
matic relations in December 1999,
a milestone that the Salvadoran
Embassy described as an important
new chapter in bilateral relations.

The talks also provided re-
newed momentum to political
dialogue and opened greater

Kuwait, El Salvador sign visa-exemption pact for diplomatic passports.

scope for Kuwait's engagement
with Central America and Latin
America Diplomatic  relations
berween Kuwait and El Salva-
dor span more than 26 years, EI
Salvador fusther strengthened its
diplomatic presence in Kuwait
with the opening of its embassy
in November 2024, headed by
Ambassador H.E. Juan Carlos
Staben Boillat. The move reflects
San Salvador’s interest in deep-
ening its re]nu ns with Kuwait
and with

UN Tourism, El S.AEMdm recorded
a 37 percent inc emna-
tional tourist wmvala during the
first half of 2026 compared with
the -;:uvw period a year earlier. The
country has. increasingly gained
mlmml:mm! auention for the
transformation of its tourism sec-
tor, with the Salvadoran Embassy
highlighting the growth in visitor
arrivals and the country’s chang
international tourism profile.
The Embassy also pointed to
1 Salvador’s se-

the wider Gulf region.

The latest ministerial meeting
comes against the backdrop of
efforts by both sides to translate
longstanding diplomatic fncnd*hlp
mm more practical economic and

curity environment as an im)
factor in strengthening confidence
among visitors, investors and in-
ternational partners,

Kuwait Fund partnership marks
.moll:u.r milestone Economic and

Accord-
ing to ‘the September 2026 World
Tourism Barometer prepared by

peration has also
entered a new phase with the sign-
ing of the first loan agreement be-

and  development
cooperation. For Kuwait. stron-
ger engagement with EI Salvador
could also provide opportunities o
deepen economic links with Cen-
wal America, while El Salvador
sees Kuwait as an important part-
ner for expanding its connections
with the Gulf.

El Salvador is also present-
g itself as a potential gateway
to Central America and the wider
Latin American market, offering
international parners opportuni-
ties for commercial and investment
engagement in the region. More
than two decades after diplomatic
relations were established, Kuwait
and El Salvador are now looking
to build a relationship that extends
beyond political

The latest ministerial talks, the
opening of El Salvador’s resident
embassy in Kuwait and the first
Kl loan agreement together

on turning diplomatic

into practical partners|
apment, investment, trade, tourism
and people-to-people relations.

ponantly, hn\vew:l there is no
certainty that the host country
would allow the stored crude
1o be transported when needed
particularly if it faces she
es of its own. In such ci
stances, the host country could
have greater control over the
stored oil and prioritize i
needs rather than allo
be exported. Therefore, storing
oil outside one’s own country
raises many questions, with no
assurance that answers will be
available when they are most

With OPEC’s basic price
reaching approximately S5
a barrel, prices are approach-
ing their highest levels, except
during periods of actual war
between countries or serious
disruptions to oil supplies from
the Arabian Gulf.

This situation has less to do
with the availability of oil and
more to do with its delivery
and the ability of oil tankers to
transport erude from its point
of origin to markets around the
world.

At the same time, it becomes  needed.
more difficult to purchase a Certainly, there are no guar-
transport crude oil for stormge  aprees when oil and other

and the replenishment of sira-  ggods are placed in someone
tegic reserves when trans-  clse’s hands. In times of need,
portation routes and SUPPlY  cocurity and access cannot al-
sources are exposed o attacks ways be puaranteed.
or other forms of disruption. Let's hope the two openings
Otherwise, how do we stay safe and secure and that
plain Iran’s attacks on Kuwait, it continues to flow freely to
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and  he world without disruptions
Qatar? The stated purpose i or fear, The Gulf and the Red
to disnupt oil production and gy’ mygt remain safe and free
exparts, credte concems aboul o threats, as they represent
potential shortages in global oil yiia) roures for the unimterrupt-
m;

. and fuel uncertainty o o of oil to all parts of the
in the international oil market. L

Today, oil markets and
consumers are focused on re-
plenishing their stocks and
rebuilding declining invento-

4 Q9 Q
Email: naftikuwaiti@yahoo.
com

KNPC reshuffles security, firefighting & HSE leadership

Naijeh Bilal
Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 26: Chief Executive Offi-
cer (CEQ) of Kuwait National Petroleum Com-
pany (KNPC) Wadha Al-Khateeb confi med |he

ance of Ad and Or

ional decisions in the relevant sectors, signal-
ing the start of a new phase of product n
operational and security excellence.
Moreover, a source confirmed to the news-
paper that the company took these deci
improve opel muonal performancs

ular No. 30/2026 - a well-planned initia-
tive proving the ded;
achieve the utmost operational efficiency and
i ion in the oil refining industry,
especially after its merger with Kuwait Inte-
grated Pétroleum Industries Company (KIPIC),
which created new opportunities for growth and
excellence.

The newspaper obtained a copy of the circu-
far, which mandates new leadership transfers

appointments affecting the Security and
Fu fighting sector, as well as the Health, Safety
and Environment (HSE) sector.

The circular, which was issued on Wednes-
day, was addressed to Deputy CEOs, depart-
ment managers and team leaders, stipulating the
transfer of Omar Ahmed Al-Mulhem to the po-
sition of Manager of the Security and Firefight-
ing Department, reporting directly to the deputy
CEO for Support Services, while Hamoud Saif
Al-Rashoud was appointed Manager of the
Health, Safety and Environment Department,
reporting to the same deputy CEQ.

The circular designates Sept 27 as the official
date for the impl of these organiza-

ambitious and reinforce
mental pillars.

This comes as a time the oil industry is un-
2 rapid transformations, mqmrmg high
fiexibility and renewed managerial mindset—
one that ensures the company main| its lead-
ing position locally and glabally, while act
ing its role as a major refining and innovation
powerhouse in the region and the world.

Through  these structural - changes,
KNPC intends to inject young talent into im-
portant leadership and supervisory posts and
utilize highly qualified national professionals to
improve the work environment and modernize
operational and technical mechani

This managerial approach fosters a renewed
leadership mindset and the adoption of modern
strategies that boost produs nd ensure ad-
herence to the highest global standards of oc-
cupational and environmental safet

These appointments provide s ficant mo-
mentum for the expansion plans and mega-
projects following the historic merger. By
combining accumulated field expertise with an
innovative and modern leadership, and focusing

operational performance, guarantee the security

ital refinerics in accordance
ernational standards, and
y security and

requirements,

This move is in accordance with the long-
term strategy of Kuwait Petroleum Corpora-
tion (KPC). which prioritizes national talent in
building a sustainable oil future and supporting
the national econemy. It is a crucial move, con-
sidering KNPC is spearheading the domestic
refining sector— the lifeblood of the local oil
industry.

The company bears the responsibility of
transforming extracted crude oil into products
with high added economic value and solidifying
the international standing of Kuwait as a reli-
able and secure glabal energy supplier

KNPC has excelled in covering all domes-
tic needs for high-quality petroleum products
and ¢lean environmental fuel, supplying power
and water generation plants and fuel stations
throughout the country, while exporting ad-
vanced petroleum derivatives that meet the
strictest global environmental standards.

It plays a vital role in processing and liquefy-
ing natural gas associated with oil operations,
thereby. providing cooking gas and clean lique-
fied gas for domestic consumption and export.



https://www.arabtimesonline.com/arabtimes/uploads/images/2026/09/26/144205.pdf
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