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Italy seeks deep trade ties with Kuwait

Business association to visit Kuwait ¢ Around 50 Italian troops remain in Kuwait

Iy Nebal Snan
KUWAIT: More than 300 lalian military personnel
previously stationed in Kuwait have left the country in
the altermath of the Iranian attacks on the region, said
Italian Ambassacor to Kuwait Lorenzo Morini, Hw.\m-
bassador met Tuesday with Kuwaili press at the Ial
mbassy for the first lime sines onset of the war. "
was a very sensitive moment.” he told reporte
ring Lo earlier in the vear when Ilaly was caul
publichy discussing the presence of its troops
AL the time, around 400 Ializ litary personnel
were stationed in Kuwail as part of the
against Dacsh. They mainly operated from Al Al-Salem
ase but also from other locations in the country, said
Ambassador Morini, ltalian Chiel of Defense Stall Gen
Luciano Portolana said al the time that Raly had re-
i orce Air assels al the base
ing personnel con

i

Morini said Ialian military: personnel remained in
shellers for weeks, "It was a very difficull situation for
all of us hecawse we didnl wanl Lo leave Kuwail,” he
‘Our message was here from the beginnin
re here 1o stay, here 1o help vou, to support you,
Lo the Nalian Ministey of Defenses websile,
members of the Nalian Air Foree had been present in
Kuwail since 2014, Their pre u\u‘(‘n\uﬂ d the deploy-
ment of KC T6TA, whi
li-Daes ition. The task fnn.t xl».(mupumlu\ the
coalition by conduct 1
reconnaiss

Predator drones.
Ambassador Morini said the ¢
cided! o stop operating [rom Kuw

changing
the L:J”Ahu-
ration we have with lh:- Kuwaili authorities.” he \.ml
“The peaple here in Kuwail are not part of the oo
they're in support of the Kuwaili defense.” Their work
includes ¥ . Lechnic e and the
exchange of information, he said.

KRCS boosts
readiness, broaden

humanilarian response

BEIRUT: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)

rengthening ils national emergency preparcd-
arian partnerships and en-
its international presence in line with Ku-
il's longstanding  humanilarian approach, Vice
Chairman Prof Dr Nasser Al- : saidl, Speaking

Red Cross and Red Crescenl So
Easlt and Alrica, hosted rul.
said KRCS participates in the regional meeting Lo
strengthen cooperation with humanitarian pariners,
exchange expertise and coordinate efforts Lo im-
prove reliel services, particularly during emergen-
cies and difficull circumstan

Professor Dr Nasser Al-Tanakh

He said the society remains active in meetings of
the International Federation of led Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, the Arab Red Creseent and Red
Cross Orgzanization and other humani

rian forums,

while exchanging expertise with sister
et aul supporting joint efforts in d

sponse, volunleering, humanitarian :
capacity building. In a presentation during the con-
ference, Al-Tannak reviewed KRCS aclivities over
the past Lwo years, high ling efforls Lo mainlain
its humanitarian and reliel operations abroad while
strengthening national preparedness and developing
institutional framework in line with the principles
of the International Red Cross and Red Cres
Maovemenl.
He said the sociely continued responding Lo cri-
ses and disaslers in severs  with priority
iven Lo the most hwmhlc commu-

oty bas s comied providing medic al and reliel
assistance. s well as health and social projects, in

w and African countries in cooperation
and specialized humanitarian

al reliel assista Im\ wd more sus-
.Il\u..nm prog support for
provision of medicines and medical
enl assistance and exploration of
field medical capabilities for disasters Jml enwrgen-
cies. lle h.wm,
e

15 G
paredness and risk reduction, healthe:
resilience and capacity building.

AU the national level, he said emerg
rdness ln\ become a major focus, with KRCS
in coordination with state
1 . providing essential and
medical supplics and allocating resources for rapid

|
Ambassador Lorenzo Morini

Defense cooperation

Kuwail and ltaly signed a defense agreement in Jan-
uary that the ambassador expects Lo enter into force by
the end of September. afler laly transmits its ratifica-
tion Lo Kuwail. Kuwait ratified the agreement in Junc.
“The agreement provides a broad framework for coop-
eration rather than specifving individual weapons
tems or capabilities. Morini said training and exchange
af expertise will be a priority once the agreement
comes into effect. Other a ed include joint ex-
ercises, exchanges of m[um:.nll-m and the un!m\m- of
miilitary materials, He said the realy opens the door for
separale agreements on specilic areas of conperation
in the fulw anti-thone systems,

Kuwait’s Eurofighter program is one area where the
two countries already have an established relationship.
The program is a contractual relationship between the
Kuwait Air Force and alian company Leanardo, while
Haly provides aversight of the company’s performance
under the agreement. Kuwait ordered 28

phoons from the company in 2016, with delive
peginning in 2021, Three airerafl are yel to e deiv-
ered. said Ambassador Morini. altributing the delay to
the volatile regional situation. “We are ready Lo deliver
ImL we are wailing [or the siluation Lo s e.” he saidl
o works with the Kuwail Air

response. These offorts included recruiting and s
lecting more than 100 volunteers, organizing leams
Lo aperate in shills and activating specialized teams
in first aid, ficld response and disaster management.

Al-Tannak said KR( i
humanitarian programs sup)
ilies and groups in Kuwall,
tion and healthe: i
has worked to strengthen m."uldlnr\' and oversight
mechanisms govemning aid distribution 1o ensure
fairmess, and lmnhpm prescrve bene

improved ils internal, financial and administrative
tions and systems over the past two vears. he
inclue stronger governance and

Lions amd commillees,
ministralive struclure,
trols. Th ires aim Lo creale
sustainable and responsive organizati
adldressing growing hum nitarian anI\‘ Al-
saidl.
He added that KRCS has contributed Lo nation-
al efforts Lo regulate and protect Red €
Red Cross emblems and participated i
on legislation governi able and humar
n work. The sociely
Lies in inmov s and modern LLl!f\(!lu"lt'«
including virtual ly-based Lraining programs
designed 1o improve the preparedness of stall
volunteers for disaster and emergency silua
mak noled that KRCS inaugurated its Mental
h Office i February 2026, bec & the third
al sociely i on 1o establish such an

more effici
ble of
nnak

office.

It also introduced an Al=powered response ser=
vice lo help calm citizens and residents affeeted by
recent air raid sirens during wi eel as the
Tranian aggression. “What has been achieved over
Uhe past wo vears is nol merely an expansion in the
scope of activity, but ml]u. arl ui astrategy aimed
al developing the Suciel
Lo combine rapid response w nh quality
Lation, governance, sustainability,
ening of national and international p
Al-Tannak said. He reaflirmed KRCS' commitment to
the principles of the Intemational Red Cross and Red
wnl \Immm'ul. including humanit m-ulmlll\'
my as
W \I as continued umpur\mm 1||||L-\]!L~\Ilw--<| ring
with sister societies.

Regional humanilarian cooperation

Intemational Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescenl Socielies Regional Director Tor the Mid-
die East and North AMrica Dr Hossam ElSharkawy
Lold KUNA that the conference was Laking |
a challenging time Tor the region. “While wars,
Hlicts. and disasters have divided us, humanity unites
us today under the umbrella of the Red Cra
Red Crescent Societies,” he said, noting that national
societies operate on the ground Lo (I hum
L.lrmn m\wlu and .\m\l |wn||k~ dm ing
thei

milment
o-

ned that the socielies meel ev=
¥ ¥ s humanitarian issues affect-
ingz the region, adding that the current conference
aeldressing regional challenges with seriousness
nd concern while rem

o principles. The KRCS participated in the wa-
mference, which concluded its worl ol ses-
Ihe sociely was repre-
sented by Al-Tannak and Board Chairman’s Adviser
I)r Mohammed Al-Mutairi. Hosted by the Lebanese
Red Cross in cooperation with the Intemational Fed-
eration of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socielies,
the conference addressed issues including volunteer
| partnerships within the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement, = KUNA

ing, technical conperation and facilities management.
Leonardo Aviation Scrvices is responsible for logis-
ties support, including engineering, maintenance, re-
pair, and supply-chain management. laly and Kuwait
are also “anmg on gooperation IwL\\‘ovu the ltalian
Carabinicri and the Kuwail 3 mal CGuay

the protection of archacological sil mmIMme lho
smuggling of cultural property and protecting st
infrastructure. The ambassador said the two sides ¢ md
alsar exchangze expertise inareas such as VIP protection
and sceurity,

: 7

Pushing for a Hormuz mission
wional siluation featured prominently in the
und of political consultations held between Ialy
and Kuwail in Rome on Sept 6, The ambassador said
the discussions focused nat only on military coopera-

Lion l'hmu"h the S

The .nlnlmwlcinr aid disruplions Lo the walerw
have severely alTected the international community. Eu-
rope was hit hard given ils reliance on products shipped
through the region. This inludes jel uel supplied
[\'uw L. as well as sullur s |m| ulhu fertilizer compe
Kuwail I in the
“How can you b el [m-l o Europe if you d
have a ship crossing through Hormuz?" he said.

Maintaining freedom of navigation was important
1o avoid creating a precedent for restrictions on oth-
er major w inclueling the Bab Al-Mandab,

Sues Canal and Panama Canal, he added. “We need
1o grant free passage. free navigation, 1Us fundamen-
Lal,” he said. laly has signaled its readiness Lo deploy
its mavy 1o help protect passage through the Strait

S, an EU defensive

o established to
Bl et o ichane shipping
aid Naly is pushing the EU Lo revise A

llinw the operation Lo cover the waters
We are very much willing W do i he

Vietnam, Kuwait mark
50 years of diplomatic
ties, boost trade

m and Kuwai

list Republic of ¥
five decades of riendship and cooperation and uullur
ing plans Lo further \lr\‘n"Elwnth' countri
Partnership. Add the

of Vielnam Lo Kuwail is Dr Nguyen Duc Than,

the two countrics had buil their rela ionship on P

tions with Vi
supporl for Vietn: s voars of war and its
subsequent contribution Lo the country’s rece
il development. He lighlighted the role of Ilw
L Fund for Arab Development
inlr: ure Kein-cconomic
cels across Vie s

GO0 COVID-19 vaccine doses during the pan-
demi
The ambas

Ccom:
and

proj-

ador also pointed 1o the eleval
ic Partnershipy duri
me Minister uf\mm m Lo

el .qupur mupurunm
the center of the relationshig )
largest Middie Ea: rin Vietnam. with lotal
investment exe eding $3.5 billion, largely through
imvolvement in the N u-ln Son Refinery and Petrachem-
ical Complex.

Kuwail is also Vietnam's largest trading partner in
the Middle tr.u\ Irade rea
ing betwey amnusally over
¢ past three years, accor dm-' o thc ambassaclor.
He said the m-m-unm ies ha 1|mmm il o
expand
ergy. food security. ‘Ilml\l llumﬁ;m.llum. fimance, lo-
gistics. education and tourism, this backdrop,
Vietnam and Kuwail are seeking Lo inerease bilateral
trade 10 12 billion by 2030,

ch-

unless there is an agreement between the countries of
the region and the countries of our coalition Lo work
together on security,

umlwmmu in fooud procluction, health o
tecl wsador said taly and Kuwail
develop |wlnm ships between their medical sectors,
including management of chronic diseases. telemedi-
cine and home care. as well as exchanges of expertise
between Nalian and Kuwaili universities.

Taly is also offering its expertise as Kuwai develops
a new national civil protection system for responcding
o emergencies, natural disasters and the effects of
limate change. Ambassador Morini pointed Lo laly's
own integration with Furopean emergency-response
svslems, where countries can provide u|mpim' urul
ather support when
rgency. He saiel a si could bc=||m.|0pmi
among Kuwait and its GCC neighbo onomic lics
are another locus, with Ttaly secking to conneel pri-
cctor companies in the Lwo countries,
nhassador said @ delegation represening As-
assaciation in Lombardy,
Iy October. He said
associalion represents more than 7.000 companics
and that its members account for around 15 percent of
Taly’s GDE"So we are talking aboul a huge component
n productive sector, And there are a lot of

7

n do together, really a lol” he said.
intended Lo create {||n. L channel
n and Kuwaiti bu d iden-

and
tilv opportunities for partnerships .mll investment
across different sectors. Earlier discussions belween
the o countries e included food production
.u\.i distribution, with the 4 e Mal-
companies could work wi ners Lo
develop food production in z\.mm He said laly's
experience in agticallre and fod production in

southen regions such Sar-
dlinia could be relevant 1o I\u\\. Le and

forts Lo strengthen food securily.

P —

KUWAIT: Vietnamese Ambassador to Kuwait Dr Ny

Duc Thang addresses a receplion marking the 50th an-
niversary of diplomatic relations between Vietnam and
Kuwait and the 815t National Day of Vietnam, highlight-
ing five decades of friendship, cooperation and shared
development. - Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

am'’s o=
recorded
Vi

The ambassador also highlighted Vi
nomic performance, noting that the countr
GDP growth of 802 percent in 2025, He's
nam was Largeling double-digit economic growth
the coming vears and uqm-ml its Lotal intermationa
trade volume 1o surpass SL1 trillion in 2026. Vietnam
atl rly $41 billion in registercd foreign d
investment during the first cight months of 2026, an
more than 55 percent compared with the
- he said. The country is also ex-
5 million international visitors this year
ng lo host the APEC 2027 Summil on
Phu Quoe Iskand.

The ambassador said Vielnam's progress was driv-
en by the resilience of its people and the vision of its
lﬂdur.\lu;) while alse acknowledging the contribution
of international partners, including Kuwait. Reflecting
on five decades of bilateral relations, he said the Vi
nam-Kuwail partnership had endured changing global
circumstances and conlinued Lo be strengthened by
political trust, friendship and mutually beneficial co
operation. The celebration was attended by Deputy

o lamad Suleiman Al-Mashaan, am-
bassadors and diplomatic representatives, Kuwaiti
government oflicials, business representatives and
members of the Vielnamese community in Kuwail.
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