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Vietnam eyes $12h trade with Kuwait

Ambassador of Vielnam to Kuwait Nguyen Duc ‘I’han?
and Assistam Foreign Minister Ambassader Hamad Al
Mashaan cutting the cake,

By Fares Ghaleb
Al-Seyassah/Arab
Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 29:
Ambassador of Vietnam to
Kuvmxl

h

Nguyen Duc Thang
o

e
wrade with Kuwait 1o $12
billion by 2030,

The Ambassador made
this statement in a ceremony
organized by the Vietnamese
Embassy on the occasion of
the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between Vietnam and
Kuwait, as well as the 8151 National Day of Vietnam,

Present at the event were Assistamt Foreign Minister

Hamad Al-Mash diplo-
mats, representatives of government agencies and compa-
nies, and members of the Vietamese community

According to the Ambassador both nations have oppor-
tunities to solidify cooperation in different sectors, such as
energy, food security, digital transformation, finance, lo-
gistics, education and tourism.

He said Kuwait was the first Gulf state 10 establish diplo-
matic relations with Vietmam in January 1976. He stressed

Vietnam Ambassador Nguyen Duc Thang with digni-
taries.

that his country deeply
values the  supportive
stance of Kuwait toward
the Viemamese during the
war years, as well as its
contributions to the recon-
struction and development
efforts following the res-
toration of peace.

He expressed apprecia-
tion for the loans provided
by Kuwait Fund for Arab

‘Need to spread culture

of curtailing

Don't throw, use

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 29,
(KUNA):  Acting Direc-
tor General of the Public

organized by the
venues Mall to
national

Day of

food waste’

leftovers: expert
Authority at The
mark the Inter-

Awareness of

instead of discarding them, noting
that such practices contribute to the
optimal use of food and resources.

Authority for Food and
Nutrition (PAFN) Abeer
Al-Ramah stressed Tues-
day the importance of rais-
ing community awareness [+
about reducing food loss
and waste, emphasizing
that food conservation is a

Food Loss and
Waste,  ob-
served annual-
ly on Sept 29.

Food passes through multiple
stages before reaching comsumers
and requires various efforts and re-

She said re-
ducing  fond  appreciation of the blessing and
waste  begins  calls for conscious consumption as
with  simple  a way of life.
daily practices,  Al-Ramah stressed that preserving
including b food means preserving the blessing,

national resources and sustainabil-

shared responsibility. Al-Ramah
mah made the remarks in

atement during an event

ing  appropri-
we ities, ity urging the public 1o contribute o

ng a culture of reducing

pr ﬂ) stor-
ing food and making use of leftovers

spreadi
waste.

|dentify jobs, qualifications, co-ops urged

o Economic  Development
Photos by Aizk Taulla (i 'S sppat -
frastructure and _ socio- By Fares Ghaleb
economic ! Times Staff

projects in many Vietnamese provinces and the d(malmn
of Kuwait of 600,000 vaccine doses during the COVID-19
pandemic, He said th stures embody a friendship ce-
1es within half & century,
i the largest trading pariner of Vi-
Middle East and Africa, with the annual vol-
ume of trade between the two countries ranging between
$7 billion and $7.5 billion over the past three years.

He then affirmed that the Kuwaiti-Vietnamese relations.
are based on mutual teust, friendship and interests, hoping
for more gmvllll and prosperity in the partnership of the
WO COURries,

2nd Arab Youth Leaders Forum kicks off in Cairo

CAIRQ, Sept 29, (KUNA): The second
Arsb Youth Leaders Forum opened
Tuesday wilh Kuwail pasticipal
through its Permanent Representative 1o
the Arab League Ambassador Talal Al-
Mutairi and a Kuwaiti youth defegation

Held under the theme “Generations
Preserve the Unity of the Nation,” the

wo-day forum addresses the role of
youth and civil society organizations in
Supporting development and sirengih-
eming joint Arab action.

ab League offi
leaders stressed the importance of em-
powering young peaple, promoting co-
operation and developing practical ini-

tiatives to address regional challenges.
The forum includes dialogue ses-
sions, youth and community initiatives,
and discussions on development, Arab
identity, innovation and emtreprencur-
ship. It will also launch the “Aral
Document for Youth and Ci ociety
Action to Enhance Joint Arab Action.”

Is and youth

KUWAIT CITY. Sept 29: The Union of Consumer Co-
operative Societies (UCCS) has called upon the chair-
persons of conperative society boards io provide a list of

outcomes with labor m.nl.u nwd~ .mu support policies

for national workforce nationafization.
In a letter addressed to the board ch.nlrpmum uces

explained that the request is part of ongoing coordina-
tion with relevant entil o boost national employment
opportunities in the private sector, ensuring alignnient

and and labor mar-

ket demands,
UCCS specified the required data for LMhJI\'! title -
ad job

necessary skills and competencies, and mlnanl experi-
ence, if applicable.

Furthermore, UCCS requested that the cooperative
societies review its correspondence regarding the “Ex-
ecutive Framework,” submit any feedback, and provide
the requested data.

KU academic aptitude tests set for Nov. 7

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 29, (KUNA;
Kuwait University announced Tuesday
that online registration for the first se:
sion of the National Unified Academic
Aptitude Test for 12th-grade students
will open in October, with tests sched-
uled for Nov 7, Nov 2

The university said re

begin on Oct 6 at

students who have not previously taken
the test, before opening to all Ku
students on Oct 8 at 9 am  Registra-
tion for all Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti
swdents will open on Oct 12 at
Students in Grade 12 or equivalent
as well us high school graduates,

10 am for Kuwaiti

ter through the university's cl -
tromic registration system. The
tration fee is KD 10 per fest, paya lhlc
through KNI
The um\‘emly stressed that registra-
tion and amendments must be complet-
ed electronically and that test fees are
non-refus

One night stay in a Two Bedroom Chalet
ford inclusive

4 persons

of Breakfast

& conditions apply

‘Build bridge for safe crossing’

By Inaas Awadh

proposal addresses the heavy traffic on

Al-Seyassah/Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, Sept 29: Muni
cil member Abdullah Al
posed constructing a pedestrian bridge over
Al-Atraf Street 10 connect the commercial
area with Juhra Hospital. The sal
1o ensure safe crossing for hospital staff,
patients and visitors 10 reduce acciden

Al-Enezi urged the concemned aullmp
ties o study the site and determine the
most snitable connection point in ac-
cordance with the teaffic and techni-
cal regulations. He explained that the

Al-Awraf Street and the constant pedes-
trign movement between the commer-
<ial area and Jahra Hospital, indicating
the risk of accident in crossing the road,

He said the proposed bridge will arganize
pedestrian flow, prevent ha,-hmrd crossing,
and ensure traffic safety in the arca suround-
ing the hospital and the commercial district,

He underscored th ortance of mak-
ing the bridge accessible to the elderly
and people with disabilities by equip-
ping it with elevators or other Facilities, in
compliance with the technical standards,

By Ahmad alsarraf
used 1o believe that identity cards were
modem phenomenon, hut 1 discov-
ered that they are very old.
France pioncered this system s carly
as the 19th century, initially for tracking
laborers.

Later,  World
War | broke out,
prompiing - many
European  coun-
tries 1o issue
identity cands 1o
every citizen for
security and regu-
latory ~ purpeses.
This trend  was
reinforced during
Waorld War 11

The absence of
u personal identity system in Britain sur-
prised me when 1 was there in the mid-
1980s, 1 wondered how anyone could do

alsarraf

example, \mm opening & bank account,
through several other methods.

Research revealed that Anglo-Saxon
traditions have established a common-| Ia\\.
system based on the, rmmuph “Wh
is not explicitly proibited

More importantly, ﬂmlslm pmmp]e
that “you don’t have to wr) YOUF €Xis-
tence or identity io the siaie” unless there
is a specific kg:d reason, such as suspi-
«cion of a crime.

Asking someone for their name is con-
sidered a form of govemment surveillance
and intrusion. The simation, however, is
different in Burope, where citizens have

Other Voices

My name is yours, my
identity is your identity

Amcignt Rome maimtained birth records
for purposcs of lincage and inheritance.
Ancient China maintained household reg-
istration systems for census and tax pur-
poses for more than two thousand years

This was also the case in ancient Egypt
and Mesopotamia, the correct name for
that ancient land. Jewish traditions pre-
served detailed genealogical records,

Several Muslim communities main-
wined highly accurate gencalogical re-
cords. Chusch parish records, used for
baptism, marriage, and burial, are perhaps
the most accurate records in Christian
countries.

However, in 1837, England decided 1o
discantinue its reliance on church records,
which had been in place since the 16ih
century, and adopted a civil registration
system. [t should be noted that genealogy
in some Arab societies was historically
more accurate than in maost of contempo-

Christian Europe.

Nevertheless, the use of family names,
as they are common today, is a relatively
recent phenomenon in our region, ha
been impased by Turkey on the countries
under its domination in 1934

At that time, Atatiik’s government
required all citizens o choose a specific
family name as pan of its seculanization
and modemization reforms.

This led to the standardization of fam-
ily names. In Christian communities in

icular, it is customary 10 add o middle
name between s person’s given name and
their pa:mnymicur mily name. Usually,
a saint's name or the name of a palitical
ally or prominent figure is used to give the
«child a certain distinction.

This practice spread during the Renais-

popular among wealtly

registered sy
wemment of former British
jster Tony Blair atiempted to
lu]lw Europe

abandon the plan. The existing system,
el galt el e for seventy years
and was also used in the United States,
Canads, and Australia, remained in ef-
fieet, although foreign residents are often
required 1o hold a form of identification

card.

On the other hand, birth registration
was notexclusively o Christian or eccle-
siastical phenomenon; it existed in many
soceties.

Furopean families during baptisms.

Upon reaching the United States, it
became more eml\.mbcd and an integral
part of Western naming practices.

Similar practies ae found in Lebanon,
Jordan, Palestine, E§
where the name
to & male child's name, such as *
mad

It

a complex and confusing naming
practice that sometimes causes problems
for the child. Consequently, its use has
declined in recent years.

oaQa
‘email: a.alsarraf@algabag.com.kw
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